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Todd W. Braisted : Grand Forage 1778: The Battleground Around New York City (Journal of the American 
Revolution Books)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Grand Forage 1778: The Battleground Around New York City (Journal of the American Revolution Books): 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. An excellent read for all who have an interest in the American 
RevolutionBy David S DalrympleMr. Braisted's book is an excellent read. He has woven a tale about appears at first 
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glance of a series of small unit operations in Northern New Jersey and Westchester County New York. In actually it 
was a large scale campaign in its own right. It had amphibious operations, naval operations and the movement of over 
6000 ground troops of Crown forces out of the environs of New York City. The book illustrated the needs of the 
Crown forces stationed in New York City of just not simple occupation and subjugation but how to ensure survival 
and to project forces elsewhere in the colonies but to the Atlantic Provinces and to the islands of the Caribbean. 
Enjoy!8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. This excellent book focuses on a relatively unknownBy 
CustomerThis excellent book focuses on a relatively unknown, but very important, campaign that took place in the 
area of New York City, Bergen County, New Jersey and Westchester County, New York in 1778. Through quotes 
from pension records, newspaper reports and first-person accounts of the actions, the reader is given the participants 
view of the movements, raids and day-to-day struggles that both soldiers and citizens endured. The outstanding 
research is presented in a flowing writing style that educates and entertains. This book is highly recommended for 
anyone interested in the Revolutionary War, the history of the NJ/NY region, or anyone interested in learning what it 
was like to live in the midst of such conflict.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Meticulous, 
groundbreaking researchBy Todd AndrlikAs the editor of Journal of the American Revolution, I want to welcome 
readers to the inaugural volumes of our book series. In addition to our online magazine and annual volumes, Journal of 
the American Revolution (allthingsliberty.com) also oversees this series of microhistories. Our mission is to feature 
meticulous, ideally groundbreaking research and well-written narratives about unknown or lesser-known topics. And 
Todd Braisted delivers on that promise with his outstanding Grand Forage 1778. Look for more great titles in the 
Journal of the American Revolution book series, including J. L. Bell's The Road to Concord (May 2016) and Steven 
Park's The Burning of His Majesty's Schooner Gaspee (November 2016). Thank you and enjoy!

After two years of defeats and reverses, 1778 had been a year of success for George Washington and the Continental 
Army. France had entered the war as the ally of the United States, the British had evacuated Philadelphia, and the 
redcoats had been fought to a standstill at the Battle of Monmouth. While the combined French-American effort to 
capture Newport was unsuccessful, it lead to intelligence from British-held New York that indicated a massive troop 
movement was imminent. British officers were selling their horses and laying in supplies for their men. Scores of 
empty naval transports were arriving in the city. British commissioners from London were offering peace, granting a 
redress of every grievance expressed in 1775. Spies repeatedly reported conversations of officers talking of leaving. 
To George Washington, and many others, it appeared the British would evacuate New York City, and the 
Revolutionary War might be nearing a successful conclusion. Then, on September 23, 1778, six thousand British 
troops erupted into neighboring Bergen County, New Jersey, followed the next day by three thousand others surging 
northward into Westchester County, New York. Washington now faced a British Army stronger than Burgoynes at 
Saratoga the previous year. What, in the face of all intelligence to the contrary, had changed with the British? Through 
period letters, reports, newspapers, journals, pension applications, and other manuscripts from archives in the United 
States, Canada, United Kingdom, and Germany, the complete picture of Britains last great push around New York 
City can now be told. The strategic situation of Britains tenuous hold in America is intermixed with the tactical views 
of the soldiers in the field and the local inhabitants, who only saw events through their narrow vantage points. This is 
the first publication to properly narrate the events of this period as one campaign. Grand Forage 1778: The 
Battleground Around New York City by historian Todd W. Braisted explores the battles, skirmishes, and maneuvers 
that left George Washington and Sir Henry Clinton playing a deadly game of chess in the lower Hudson Valley as a 
prelude to the British invasion of the Southern colonies.
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History Detectives. His website, royalprovincial.com, is a leading source for Loyalist information. He lives in New 
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