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David Roberts : Great Exploration Hoaxes (Modern Library Exploration)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Great Exploration Hoaxes (Modern Library Exploration): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Returning from the Unknown...By HMS Warspite"Great Exploration 
Hoaxes" is an brief, entertaining investigation into a sampling of celebrated feats of exploration and survival that 
probably weren't so real after all. Author David Roberts was a highly competent mountaineer in the 1960s and 1970's; 
he has since become a prolific and capable writer. This 2001 edition is a reprint of the 1982 original issue, with some 
updates.Roberts examines a number of cases: an English navigator said to have found Hudson's Bay before Hudson; a 
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French priest who claimed the first navigation of the Mississipi River; a sailor who survived slavery in Madagascar; 
the claimant of the first run of the Colorado River; another who alleged the first ascent of Mount McKinley and the 
discovery of the North Pole, and his principal rival; the supposed first flight to the North Pole; the first ascent of Cerro 
Torre in Patagonia; and a sailor's solo struggle to circumnavigate the globe.In each case, the facts just don't add up, 
and Roberts shows the math. The still contentious cases of Dr. Frederick Cook and Admiral Robert Peary will be 
familiar to many readers. This reviewer found most intriguing the story of an Italian climber who claimed to have 
summited "the hardest mountain in the world" in Patagonia. Roberts' account reads like its own adventure story; his 
climbing expertise and familiarity with the climbing fraternity lend credibility to his analysis of the probable fraud. A 
close second for interest was the attempt by one Donald Crowhurst to fake his circumnaviation of the globe, while 
actually sailing in circles in the South Atlantic. The already troubled Crowhurst was apparently driven mad in the 
process.Roberts' attempt to psychoanalyze the men who perpetrated the hoaxes is far less satisfying than the accounts 
themselves. He is on firmer ground in identifying the dilemma of driven, sometimes extraordinarily capable men who 
can't quite live with the reality of comming up short on a lifetime quest. "Great Exploration Hoaxes" is highly 
recommended as an entertaining read for those who enjoy the adventure genre.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Great book and an easy read.By Dave PearsonDo yourself a favor and buy this book. The idea of 
someone perpetrating a hoax for personal gain I find fascinating. Some of the stories you'll read you're already familiar 
with (Hennepin, Cook and Admiral Byrd). Other stories will be probably be new to you but I promise each one is 
equally intriguing as the next. The format this book is presented in is also very nice. You can either read it front to 
back or pick and choose the order you want to read the stories.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. 
Roberts Digs for DirtBy Jena BallThe problem with Dave Roberts is that he has established himself in a particular 
genre - i.e. intense, concise and slightly acerbic adventure writing. As a result, you tend to expect that approach from 
all his writing, which isn't really fair, but there you have it.In Great Exploration Hoaxes, Roberts steps outside his 
usual format to do some research. I'm not really surprised. Comments in the introductions to his previous collections 
make it clear he is intrigued by the workings of the human psyche as well as the thrill of high risk adventure. However, 
this book is definitely a departure, and reads like a series of well-written research papers - which I guess, in essence, 
they are.There is nothing wrong with Great Exploration Hoaxes. It is a good read and I recommend it, especially if you 
are interested in what history says versus what actually happened. The problem lies with Robets tackling historical 
data. It is hard to bring the dead back to life, especially when their writing is not available for comment. For example, 
Roberts does a fine job of getting the reader interested in John Cabot, but must rely on the work of Cabot's 
contemporaries and other researchers to substantiate his theories.Roberts is at his best when he is relating the story and 
not supporting his hypothesis with data. But since he is trying to debunk some old myths, he naturally has to support 
his statements. It is an uneasy alliance that works, but is not the usual Roberts fare.I recommend the book, but will be 
looking forward to Roberts' next tale of his own wanderings and resulting insights.

Did Peary reach the North Pole? Was Admiral Byrd the first to fly over it? Did Frederick Cook actually make the first 
ascent of Mt. McKinley? Spanning 450 years of history, Great Exploration Hoaxes tells the spellbinding stories of ten 
men who pursued glory at any cost even the truth. Acclaimed author and explorer David Roberts delves deeply into 
the psychology behind the stunt and asks why these individuals, all of whom were exceptionally able, would 
perpetrate fraud on such a grand and public scale and defend it to their deaths, even in the face of damning evidence, 
and why these dubious achievements are still so hotly debated, often hundreds of years afterward.Demonstrating that 
the qualities that brought an individual so close to his goal were often the same ones that drove him to fake success, 
Great Exploration Hoaxes is history at its best: entertaining, provocative, and revealing of human nature.David 
Roberts is the author of thirteen books, the most recent of which are A Newer World: Kit Carson, John C. Fremont, 
and the Claiming of the American West and True Summit: What Really Happened on the Legendary Ascent of 
Annapurna. He was also responsible for the rediscovery of the lost Arctic classic In the Land of White Death, by 
Valerian Albanov, published in English for the first time in 2000 by The Modern Library.In the 1960s and 1970s, 
Roberts led or co-led thirteen Alaskan mountaineering expeditions, making such first ascents as the west face of 
Mount Huntington, Shot Tower, and the direct north face of Denali.


