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Jerry Brotton : Great Maps (Dk Smithsonian)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Great Maps (Dk Smithsonian): 

100 of 102 people found the following review helpful. Be sure this is what you expected.By Mary L.Just to clarify, 
while this book is full of colored pictures, the maps are not in great detail. You see segments of maps from afar, so that 
you may have an overview and a list of maps to research further, but not maps to study. I don't see a review 
mentioning that.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. MapsBy the eternal answering machineMy wife 
gave this to me as a birthday gift, knowing I like to look at maps. There are some amazing ones here. What I like best 
about it, though, is that on the page after each map, there's a close up of various points and explanations of what you're 
looking at. The maps progress historically, and they are from cultures throughout the world.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. He and his father seemed to think it was quite nice! It's a nice historical overview of mapsBy 
Jen S.I got this for a friend's kid who loves maps. He and his father seemed to think it was quite nice! It's a nice 
historical overview of maps. Would make for an interesting coffee table book, too, I think!
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The world's finest maps explored and explained. From Ptolemy's world map to the Hereford's Mappa Mundi, through 
Mercator's map of the world to the latest maps of the Moon and Google Earth, Great Maps provides a fascinating 
overview of cartography through the ages. Revealing the stories behind 55 historical maps by analyzing graphic close-
ups, Great Maps also profiles key cartographers and explorers to look why each map was commissioned, who it was 
for and how they influenced navigation, propaganda, power, art, and politics.

"The greatest maps in history, collected in one fantastic book." Wired.com "[A] visually stunning book." MIC.com 
"[A] visual treatas much an art book as it is an archaeological history lesson as it is a collection of the world's most 
fascinating and significant maps." BoingBoingAbout the AuthorJerry Brotton is Professor of Renaissance Studies at 
Queen Mary College, University of London. He is the author of Trading Territories: Mapping the Early Modern World 
and A History of the World in Twelve Maps. 


