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Walter Burkert : Greek Religion: Archaic and Classical before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Greek Religion: Archaic and Classical:

37 of 38 people found the following review helpful. Excellent! By Charissa GilreathFinally, a book that doesn't just go
over the main Greek gods and goddesses, list afew of the festivals and some myths, and stop there. This book goes
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into great depth about what Greek religion was /redlly/ like, and the motivations, beliefs, and psychology behind it.
Relying on archaeological evidence aswell as other sources, this book gives an in depth look at ancient Greek
religion, even confronting the issue of human sacrifice. Extensive notes in the back further flesh out this fantastic
book, providing hundreds of other avenues and sources to explore. The author even provides an index of Greek words
if you want to look aterm up straight from the original Greek instead of wondering how it's been trand ated into
English so you can look it up in the regular index. The writing might be slightly dense in some areas, but thisisn't a
problem as the subject is so interesting and so much information is presented. A truly scholarly book.0 of O people
found the following review helpful. take it slow and you will be rewardedBy JoshJoshThisis a dense, dense book that
assumes you know a decent amount about Ancient Greece. It goes very in-depth on all sorts of different aspects of it
and also includes alot of analysis and interpretation. When we think of "Greek religion” today we often picture some
fantastic stories about a bunch of gods acting naughty. The author here works to describe it as much more than that, as
areal concrete thing that defined social mores and united peoplein their day-to-day lives. | think heislargely
successful. To understand the Greeks we must understand their religion, and | highly recommend this book to anyone
trying to understand the Greeks. Y ou can turn to virtually any random page and discover something new.0 of O people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Nico VelaA great introduction to Greek Religion. This book was
quite informative and is a great addition to my library.

Thisisthe first major synthesis of Greek religion to appear for ageneration. A clearly structured and readable survey
for classical scholars and students, it will also be generally welcomed as the best modern account of any polytheistic
religious system. The text builds up an impressive and coherent picture of the current state of knowledge about the
religion of the ancient Greeks.

From Library Journal Chapter titles suggest Burkert's scope and treatment of the multiple facets of Greek religion,
focusing upon the period 800-300 B.C.: Prehistory and the Minoan-Mycenaean Age; Ritual and Sanctuary; The Gods,
The Dead, Heroes, and Chthonic Gods; Polis and Polytheism; Mysteries and Asceticism; Philosophical Religion.
References to publications since the German edition of 1977 areincluded. Generally, thisis a praiseworthy overview
of adifficult subject. However, an unidiomatic English transl ation makes for added difficulties in coping with
Burkert's relentless scholarshipreplete with dogmatic hypotheses and often unconvincing conclusions. Greater
judicious clarity would have made this important work less frustrating for the scholar and more accessible to the
student of religion. Robert J. Lenardon, Classics Dept., Siena Coll. SUNY at AlbanyCopyright 1985 Cahners Business
Information, Inc. "A powerful synthesisfrom the greatest living authority on the subject, but for al its depth and
detail, it isnever less than lucid and the text is constantly enlivened with vivid asides and illuminating analogies." The
Times "The leading continental scholar ... his Greek Religion... already has the standing of a classic." London of
Books "A masterpiece, packed with learning but also rich in ideas and connections of every sort ... nobody else could
have produced an account of the subject of comparable range and power. Thiswill be the best history of Greek
religion for this generation." New Y ork of BooksLanguage NotesText: English, German (translation)



