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Religionen Der Menschheit) (German Edition): 

Unter den Religionen des Altertums ist die griechische Religion mit am lebendigsten bezeugt. In Verbindung mit 
grossartiger Literatur und bildender Kunst hat sie auf die Entfaltung der abendlandischen Kultur immer wieder 
Einfluss genommen. Das vorliegende Buch stellt griechische Religion im Zeitraum 800-300 v. Chr. dar, von Homer 
bis Aristoteles, in ihren historischen und sozialen Bezugen sowie auf dem Hintergrund der minoisch-mykenischen und 
der orientalischen Hochkulturen. Es gibt die primaren Zeugnisse an die Hand und zeigt thematische Zusammenhange 
auf. Dabei bleibt es auch fur Laien lesbar. Die Neuauflage ist unter Einbezug der neueren Literatur durchgehend 
uberarbeitet und aktualisiert.

The many fine qualities of this book's original German version ("Griechische Religion der archaischen and klassichen 
Epoche," 1977) have been noted in a veritable forest of reviews...The present English translation, with updated 
references and an inexpensive paperback edition, offers the prospect of use by American teachers and/or students...It is 
comprehensive in subject, rich in evidence of many types...and current...It is a peculiar excellence of this book that its 
usefulness to scholars does not make it less appropriate for students. Its length, in fact, is not at all excessive for a 
college text, and its many subdivisions make it easy to excerpt."A powerful synthesis from the greatest living authority 
on the subject, but for all its depth and detail, it is never less than lucid and the text is constantly enlivened with vivid 
asides and illuminating analogies." "The Times""The leading continental scholar ... his "Greek Religion"... already has 
the standing of a classic." "London of Books""A masterpiece, packed with learning but also rich in ideas and 
connections of every sort ... nobody else could have produced an account of the subject of comparable range and 
power. This will be the best history of Greek religion for this generation." "New York of Books"From the Back 
CoverThis is the first major synthesis of Greek religion to appear for a generation. A clearly structured and readable 
survey for classical scholars and students, it will also be generally welcomed as the best modern account of any 
polytheistic religious system. The text builds up an impressive and coherent picture of the current state of knowledge 
about the religion of the ancient Greeks.About the AuthorContributor Biography - German Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. mult. 
Walter Burkert lehrte Klassische Philologie an den Universitaten Berlin, Zurich, Harvard, Berkeley und Los Angeles. 


