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Douglas Hunter : Half Moon: Henry Hudson and the Voyage that Redrew the Map of the New World  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Half Moon: Henry Hudson 
and the Voyage that Redrew the Map of the New World: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Henry HudsonBy Kieran O'KeefeBeing from the Hudson Valley, I 
have always had a strong interest in the initial discovery of my home area. I figured picking up this book would be a 
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good way to learn about Hudson's voyage more in depth than I ever had previously. While this book is well 
researched, and does give an engaging description of Hudson's voyage there are a few minor things about it that 
potential readers should know.First off, this is not solely about Hudson's voyage. The author spends a great deal of 
time going through the politics involving the VOC, which of course is completely fine. Understanding Hudson's 
voyage does require some knowledge of what was going on the VOC, the Dutch East India Company which sponsored 
Hudson's voyage. The problem is that the author is unable to ignore a single detail of this subject, or for that matter, 
basically any subject that remotely pertained to Hudson and the voyage. Not only does the author excessively describe 
the VOC, we also find ourselves reading about early 17th century English politics, which while interesting, and a bit of 
a stretch for a book concerning the voyage of Henry Hudson. The author gets bogged down in endless amounts of 
detail that really should be covered in paragraphs, but instead is covered in dozens of pages. Hudson does not begin 
sailing up the river that would bear his name until almost page 200.Secondly, the author spends a great deal of time 
speculating. Speculation and educated guessing is completely necessary when it comes to the voyage of the Half Moon 
as there are a limited amount of primary resources(Outside of Robert Juet's journal) concerning Hudson and the 
voyage. This being said, the author "speculates" pages at a time, when his insight could be satisfactorily explained in a 
few paragraphs.I don't mean to knock the book, it is well written and researched, and you will learn a lot from it. The 
author's descriptions of the first encounters between the natives and Hudson's crew is simply fascinating. If you are 
from the Hudson Valley you or New York City you will really be able to relate, it was very easy for me to picture the 
Half Moon sailing up the river and the fact that I was quite familiar with every location described as Hudson sailed up 
the river makes it ever so more interesting. Overall it is a very solid work. But just be prepared for more than just the 
voyage.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. New facts about Henry HudsonBy Francine KellerI enjoyed 
learning about Henry Hudson and his discoveries. I don't think that I had ever heard how he died or of his voyages I 
was interested in their navigational experiences..0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Scholarly history 
and interesting reading.By bb lambertWell researched history yet easy to read. It sets straight a biography that 
deserves rewriting. Very enlightening and entertaining. And good story.

Four centuries ago, Henry Hudson discovered the majestic river that now bears his name. Douglas Hunter's Half Moon 
is the first book-length history of the 1609 adventure that would ultimately reshape the New World and lead to the 
birth of a global capitalNew York City. This swiftly moving tale re-creates the bubbling mixture of espionage, 
economics, and politics that drove men to the edges of the known worldand beyond. In a feat of forensic cartography, 
Hunter offers a fresh perspective on the daring Hudson's motivation and objectivesand even on where he went. Half 
Moon is a rich narrative of adventure,filled with international intrigue, business drama, and the thrill of discovery.

From Publishers WeeklyAlthough not the first mariner to explore North America, Henry Hudson (15651611) left a 
powerful legacy, vividly described in this richly detailed biography 400 years after his journey up what became the 
Hudson River. Canadian historian Hunter (God's Mercies: Rivalry, Betrayal, and the Dream of Discovery) reminds 
readers that 16th- and 17th-century European entrepreneurs remained obsessed with finding a shortcut to Asia. An 
experienced English seaman, Hudson was hired by the Dutch East India Company in 1609 to sail east above Russia. 
Having already failed at that route, Hudson departed with other ideas. He quickly found his way blocked by ice, but 
instead of returning to Holland sailed west across the Atlantic, eventually stopping near Manhattan and sailing up his 
eponymous river as far as present-day Albany. Hunter has clearly immersed himself in the period, producing a 
meticulous account of Hudson's three months in the New World. Readers may prefer to skim precise descriptions of 
his navigational difficulties, but few will resist the colorful personal conflicts, tortuous politics and alternately friendly 
and vicious encounters between Europeans and Native Americans. Photos. (Sept.) Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. [Douglas Hunter] is also an experienced sailor, and 
his observations of nautical life are astute Behind that, a picture emerges of Hudson as a wily operator who knew what 
he wanted to find, and where he wanted to go to find it--and wasn't about to tell his merchant backers any more than 
they needed to know so they would give him a ship. Hunter provides a fine account of Hudson's wheeling and dealing, 
and the hoodwinking of the Dutch and English backers of his various voyages. Boston Globe[Hunter's] firm grasp of 
the politics and history of Hudson's time make the book stand out. Insightful look at Hudson, his pivotal achievement 
and the world events surrounding it. Kirkus sFew will resist the colorful personal conflicts, tortuous politics and 
alternately friendly and vicious encounters between Europeans and Native Americans. Publishers WeeklyHunter 
delivers a vivid rendition of Hudson's entrance into New York Bay, ascent to the future site of Albany, and peaceful 
and violent encounters with the native peoples. Fans of the era of discovery will delight in Hunter's history of 
Hudson's famed expedition. BooklistAbout the AuthorDouglas Hunter is the author of the acclaimed God's Mercies: 
Rivalry, Betrayal, and the Dream of Discovery, named a finalist for the 2008 Governor General's Literary Award for 
nonfiction in Canada. Hunter is also an experienced sailor and coauthor of Yacht Design Explained. 


