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Larry Nelson : History of Jonathan Alder: His Captivity and Life with the Indians (Ohio History and Culture 
Ser)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised History of 
Jonathan Alder: His Captivity and Life with the Indians (Ohio History and Culture Ser): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Captivating!By MLBAbsolutely loved this true account of Jonathan 
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Alder's capture, life with the Indians of Ohio, and life in Ohio in later years after the colonists started moving in and 
the Indians moving out. I was completely captivated. Interesting how he spoke and to have the Indian's day to day 
lifestyle revealed as well as the progress of colonization in frontier Ohio through the eyes of one who lived there at the 
time. I was amazed at how these people, Indians and whites lived in the wilderness with the barest of what we today 
call necessities and took it right in stride, expecting nothing and appreciating little things. Will read it again.3 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. Excellent introduction by Larry NelsonBy PattywolfordI downloaded a 
sample of this book on Kindle. I'm an avid reader of the westward expansion in PA, OH, and VA regions and the 
interaction between Europeans and the native American populations of the 1700/1800's. On this topic, I have found 
bits and pieces here and there, and what a surprise to find such a concise and highly readable account of this very 
subject in the intro to this book about Jonathan Alder. The excellent quality of writing convinced me to buy the book 
after completing the sample reading. The actual Alder account begins with the book purchase, and it is excellent as 
well. What a treasure trove of information, not only in the first-person account of the captivity of Alder, but in the 
expert introduction by Nelson.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My connection to Jonathan Alder who 
was captured and raised by IndiansBy Megan MartinI went to school with the author. I also volunteer at a local 
historical society and one of the docents is a direct descendant of the main character Johnathan Alder. This is a true 
story of his life and he was captured by Indians and lived in Ohio where I live now. I loved the book and to learn what 
life was like in the 1700s and being raised by Indians. It was wonderful to recognize places where I have grown up 
through the eyes of this historical person.

A History of Jonathan Alder: His Captivity and Life with the Indians is one of the most extensive first person accounts 
to survive from Ohio's pioneer and early settlement eras. Nine year-old Alder was captured and taken to Ohio by 
Indians in 1782. Adopted by a Mingo warrior and his Shawnee wife, Alder lived as an Indian until 1805. After he left 
the Indians, Alder became one of the first European settlers to live in central Ohio. Alder composed his memoirs in the 
1840s. His account chronicles his life for fifty years, from the time of his capture to 1832. The narrative, therfore, 
provides a unique perspective on fronteir Ohio and its transformation from wilderness to statehood and the continuing 
evolution in the relationship between Ohio's Indians and whites from the Revolutionary War-era to a time when many 
of the state's Native peoples had been removed. Alder's recollection provides an exceptional look at early Ohio. His 
portrait of his captors is revealing, complex, and sympathetic. The latter part of his narrative in which he describes his 
experiences in central Ohio is an extraordinary rich account of early pioneer life. Further, Alder was fortunate in that 
he encountered many of the persons and took part in many of the events that have become touchstones in Ohio's 
pioneer history, including Simon Kenton, Simon Girty, and Col. William Crawford. He participated in the Battles of 
Fort Recovery and Fallen Timbers, and his recollection of these actions are among the few extant accounts that 
describe these events from a Native American perspective.
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