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Josifs Steimanis : History of Latvian Jews (East European Monographs Series, Volume 595)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised History of Latvian Jews (East European 
Monographs Series, Volume 595): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Required ReadingBy John G. CakarsI was not sure what to expect 
from this book. I had not read any Latvian Jewish histories or memoirs. I found this book thoroughly interested and 
informative. The discussion about Jewish life in Kurzeme (Courland/Kurland) was enjoyable. I learned a part of 
history that was not covered in my Latvian Saturday classes.I would recommend this book to any Latvian and 
descendants of former Latvian Jews. For my emigre Latvian colleagues, you will learn something by reading this book.

The Jewish community of Latvia lived at the crossroads of East and West and was the home of such distinguished 
people as Isaiah Berlin and Sergey Eisenstein. This book is a full history of the Jews of the region, from the first 
arrivals in the sixteenth century to the end of the twentieth, when the Holocaust and the second Soviet occupation 
resulted in the demise of the Jewish community in Latvia.

"Steimanis raises important questions about the survival of minorities in the nation-state." -- "Choice"About the 
AuthorJosifs Steimanis is professor of history at Daugavpils Pedagogical University in Latvia. 


