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Charles River Editors : History's Greatest Mysteries: The Lost Colony of Roanoke  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised History's Greatest Mysteries: The Lost Colony of 
Roanoke: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A great place to begin to understand Roanoke.By D. J. C.The book 
is a good, quick read. It will give you a basic overview of the mystery surrounding the colony of Roanoke. However, I 
have always believed it to be this great big, baffling mystery, even in its day. Yet this book pointed out, and it makes 
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sense, that at the time the English were not surprised the colonists were gone, they were just interested in finding them. 
Good start to a more in depth study of the subject.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. This was a very 
thorough historical review explaining the turbulence ...By AlexandraThis was a very thorough historical review 
explaining the turbulence that existed between Spain and England and the impact it had on the 1st settlers at Roanoke. 
The tragedy was these brave seekers of a new land were literally left abandoned awaiting the return of supply ships in 
a very new land. While the book was clear in terms of the times it left no further clues than the colonists were either 
killed or absorbed into the surrounding native american tribes..It is likely that based on grey-eyed Lumbees the lost 
colonists are indeed descendants of that firs settlement.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful 
Historical ReadBy Nora CharlesHistory's Greatest Mysteries: The Lost Colony of Roanoke by Charles River Editors is 
a concise historical narrative of the settlement and later, the eventual disappearance of the colonists on Roanoke 
Island, located on the outer banks of present day North Carolina. This book provides remarkable in-depth information 
on the inception of establishing a colony to, and including, the search for the lost survivors.I was quite impressed with 
the historical information covered in this book. Included are segments from letters and narratives which give rich 
insight. A quick read, full of fascinating facts.

*Includes pictures depicting important people, places, and events. *Explains the theories and mysteries behind the 
famous lost colony *Includes excerpts from accounts of the colony and the Native Americans written by explorers and 
colonists. *Includes a bibliography for further reading. "The first Discovery and Settlement of this Country was by the 
Procurement of Sir Walter Raleigh, in Conjunction with some publick-spirited Gentlemen of that Age, under the 
Protection of Queen Elizabeth; for which Reason it was then named Virginia, being begun on that Part called Ronoak-
Island, where the Ruins of a Fort are to be seen at this day, as well as some old English Coins which have been lately 
found; and a Brass-Gun, a Powder-Horn, and one small Quarter deck-Gun, made of Iron Staves, and hoop'd with the 
same Metal; which Method of making Guns might very probably be made use of in those Days, for the Convenience 
of Infant-Colonies." John Lawson Nearly 20 years before Jamestown was settled, the English established one of the 
earliest colonies in North America around the Chesapeake Bay region, until the colony had over 100 inhabitants. Like 
other early settlements, Roanoke struggled to survive in its infancy, to the extent that the colonys leader, John White, 
sailed back to England in 1587 in an effort to bring more supplies and help. However, the attempts to bring back 
supplies were thwarted by the Spanish in the midst of the Anglo-Spanish War going on at the time, and it was not until 
1590 that White reached Roanoke again. What White found when he came back to Roanoke led to one of the most 
enduring mysteries in American history. Despite the fact he had left over 100 people in Roanoke in 1587, White 
returned to literally nothing, with all traces of the settlement gone and no evidence of fighting or anything else that 
might have explained the disappearance of the inhabitants. White found the word Croatoan carved on a tree nearby, 
which he figured might mean the colonists moved to a nearby island, but he was unable to conduct a search expedition 
there. The Spanish also searched for the colony in hopes of wiping it out themselves, but none of the Europeans could 
find Roanokes colonists or explain what happened to the lost colony. The fate of Roanoke has fascinated people for 
over 400 years, and there is no shortage of theories regarding the disappearance of the colony. In addition to the 
possibility that the settlers moved to Croatoan Island, most theories speculate that they were either wiped out by 
nearby Native Americans or assimilated among a tribe; as historian John Lawson put it, "A farther Confirmation of 
this we have from the Hatteras Indians, who either then lived on Ronoak-Island, or much frequented it. These tell us, 
that several of their Ancestors were white People, and could talk in a Book, as we do; the Truth of which is confirm'd 
by gray Eyes being found frequently amongst these Indians, and no others. They value themselves extremely for their 
Affinity to the English, and are ready to do them all friendly Offices. Regardless, the murky chain of events have 
ensured that the mystery still lingers. Historys Greatest Mysteries: The Lost Colony of Roanoke comprehensively 
analyzes the history of the settlement and discusses the mysteries surrounding its disappearance. Along with pictures 
and a bibliography, you will learn about Roanoke like you never have before, in no time at all. 


