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Aryae Coopersmith : Holy Beggars: A Journey from Haight Street to Jerusalem  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Holy Beggars: A Journey from Haight Street to 
Jerusalem: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Honest, compassionate portrayalBy Matthew GindinThis is a great 
book. It is humble, honest, tender and unflinching. It not only depicts the great R' Shlomo Carlebach, including the 
ambiguities and possible failings in his conduct, but is also a great portrait of spiritual Jews trying to find their way in 
the late 20th century. If anyone wants to know the story of Jewish renewal, both in its liberal hippy wing and its baal 
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teshuva (return to orthodoxy) wing, this book is the best book out there. I could see it taught in college courses on 
modern Judaism. This books cast of characters include 60's hippy Jews, baby boomers, Jews who left obervance to 
join political or sexual liberation movements, Jews who became Brelover Hasids living in Orthodox enclaves in Israel, 
Jews who became prominent in American and Canadian liberal Judaism. All of them were touched by R' Shlomo, 
often in life changing ways. The book is a bit slow in the first half at times, and might seem a bit navel gazing, but pull 
through its well worth it by the end.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Aryae Coopersmith gives first 
hand recollectionsBy Janet BaucomAt first, I browsed through the book before reading intently. I feared that he made 
statements that could harm Shlomo's reputation, but realized he wanted to bring realism to his own memoir as well. Its 
clear that he had a deep admiration of Shlomo - but at the same time questioned some of his responses - and seemingly 
in the end captured the greatness of a man imbued with a very deep love of humanity - and all living and inanimate 
surroundings as well. Very well done! Aryae weaves his own life around his involvement with The House of Love and 
Prayer in San Francisco, and takes us on his journey through life to discover his unique manner to incorporate all the 
spiritualism he learned through Shlomo's unique introduction of the young to Judaism while allowing an aspect of 
realism to surface. This balancing act shows his own vulnerabilities and strength. His life is a testament of the 
greatness shared by Shlomo. The idea of having circles, a horizontal structure of human connection, rather than a 
vertical with a leader at the top, is powerful. I would think a great NEXT book by Aryae Coopersmith may include 
more information and ideas to share as people lead and follow in this direction! I thoroughly enjoyed the book when 
reading in depth and marked many parts of it as reference for continual learning and sharing. Reading and sharing a 
story once is never enough. We can always glean deeper meanings as we return to it over and over again.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Even our most profound teachers are only human.By David ShapiroIn Ethics of 
the Fathers the sages of the Talmud advise, "Make for yourself a teacher, acquire for yourself a friend and judge every 
person favorably." The first two of these admonitions about teachers and friends seem connected but the third, judging 
everyone favorably, seems out of place. A wise man suggested the message here is that unless we judge people 
favorably, if we scrutinize them too harshly and too critically, we will soon lose all our teachers and all our friends. 
The author of Holy Beggars, Aryae Coopersmith, has clearly internalized this wisdom. Like many young people in the 
late sixties Aryae was hungering for the experience of "oneness", the spiritual ecstasy of feeling connected to the 
Creator and all of Creation and all of humankind. Many young people were looking for this "oneness" in rock and roll, 
sex, drugs and Eastern religions. And like many Jewish young people Aryea could not find it in the tepid Judaism with 
which he had grown up. Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach fired Aryae's imagination by showing him that this "oneness" could 
be found within the mystical and Hasidic strands of Judaism. The means through which Shlomo presented this 
message was largely through music and storytelling. Aryae became Shlomo's devoted and loving disciple and looked 
up to Shlomo as his spiritual guide and soul master. When he hears Shlomo dreaming of a House of Love and Prayer, 
"a place where, when you walk in, someone loves you, and when you walk out, someone misses you" Aryae takes it 
upon himself to actualize his teacher's dream and make it into a reality. He soon discovers that Shlomo is unable to tie 
himself down to one place or to concern himself with the practical matters of running the House. Aryae seeks to have 
an in-depth conversation with his teacher for guidance but Shlomo never seems to find the time to do "one-on-ones". 
For a brief period the House lived up to its transcendent promise but when that could not be sustained its founding 
members scattered, many to Israel. Aryae continues his lifelong relationship with his elusive teacher even after 
Shlomo's death and even as Aryae discovers that his teacher was less than "perfected". Holy Beggars is a moving and 
honest story of a loving relationship built upon the foundations of compassion, understanding and the recognition that 
even our most profound teachers are only human.

The 1960s San Francisco spiritual revolution a view from inside. Memoir about a spiritual teacher and a student in 
1960s San Francisco, a colorful cast including Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, Timothy Leary, Richard Alpert, Allen 
Ginsburg, Murshid Samuel Lewis ("Sufi Sam"), Swami Satchidananda, Ajari Warwick, Rabbi Zalman Shalomi 
Schachter, and many more and lives that were changed forever. Aryae Coopersmith, a 22-year old college student in 
1960s San Francisco, meets the charismatic rabbi and folk singer Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach and decides to start a 
community for him. He rents a house and moves in with his best friends. Before long they find themselves and their 
house at the center of the San Francisco spiritual revolution as thousands of young people Jews, Christians, Buddhists, 
Sufis, and followers of countless gurus flood in through their doors. Giving concerts to packed halls all over the world, 
Shlomo is recognized as Judaisms most influential musician, and one of its greatest spiritual leaders, of the late 20th 
century. Their house the House of Love and Prayer becomes an historic part of the legend of 1960s San Francisco. 
Aryae and his fellow students who are running other spiritual communities bring their teachers and gurus together to 
create a big San Francisco event the Meeting of the Ways to celebrate the oneness of the world's spiritual traditions 
and all the world's people. Aryae's best friends Efraim and Leah leave San Francisco and head to Jerusalem, where 
they become ultra-Orthodox Hasidim. Many others from the "House" follow. Aryae stays behind and settles into a 
secular life as a Silicon Valley business owner. After Shlomo dies, Aryae feels compelled to tell the story. To try to 
understand the lives of his old friends and pull together the scattered fragments of his own, he travels to Jerusalem. 



This profoundly moving memoir tells a story of grace, loss, redemption, and ultimately of acceptance. It invites us to 
reflect on how the 1960s spiritual revolution with its vision of the oneness of us all has impacted each of our lives.

"Compelling spiritual and personal journey." --Half Moon Bay "Electric Kool-Aid Chassid Test!" --J. The Jewish 
News Weekly"Fascinating, heart wrenching, and provocative."-- Forward"I found this book irrestable."-- Olam 
Quatan, Jerusalem"Thoughtful insights ... valuable."-- Ha'aretz 


