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Karen Armstrong : Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on 
Today's World: 

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Good Book With Too Much InfoBy BurqWhile Karen Armstrong's 
other works are entertainingly exhaustive in their scope, this book seems to drag under the weight of repeated 
contextualization between the time of the events covered and modernity. Time and again, Armstrong feels the need to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0385721404


tie what she is covering in every chapter with what was happening in the Middle East at the time of writing leading to 
what feels like a distraction from the topic at hand.Altogether a good read though. Her ability to synthesize a number 
of different events into a linear storyline is impressive and her commitment to the study of spirituality, deity and 
history has always been a favorite topic of mine. I just wonder how differently this book would have been had there 
been less time spent on modern events rather than what is presented.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 
gift bookBy Merry LynnThis was a gift purchase, so I can't say for sure. But the person I gave the book to, like this 
book and enjoyed reading it.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A three-sided view of the first Global 
Holy WarsBy Herbert L CalhounI think I picked the right time to read Karen Armstrong's book on the Crusades: after 
having read two others books by members of either side of this multi-century conflict. As usual she brings to the party 
her singular brilliance, analytic skills, her own hard won religious experience and insights, and the tenacity always not 
to stop until she gets to the very bottom or root causes of the things she investigates. This book is no different than her 
others in this respect.Right off, her overview shocked me back to my pre-Christian senses: The Crusades constituted 
the West's first colony. And as is commonplace today, but to our religiously blinded eyes up until now had seemed 
otherwise: the crusades were first a secular movement later to be couched in the cross and donned in religious garb and 
then turned into a full-fledged religious Jihad.The other fact that she brings out with great clarity and thus adds 
immensely to a visceral measure of the index of the great pain experienced by all affected -- as well as adding to the 
overall complexity and confusion of the crusades -- is the fact that it was not just a war waged only against Arabs 
infidels, who for nearly a half millennium had presided peacefully over the region without any serious outbreaks of 
violence among the three Abrahamic religions, but also it was a war waged against Jews who were also much hated 
infidels.Forty thousand Jews were summarily massacred in Jerusalem during the first crusade, where the Western 
crusaders went on to build churches for all the other religions. In fact, arguably, it was the crusades, even more so than 
Queen Isabel's expulsion of Jews from Spain some 400 years later that set the predicates for the rise of the kind of anti-
Semitism that eventually led to Adolph Hitler. Hitler, we tend to forget was a "practicing Catholic," who, no matter 
how loosely we may wish to used the term "practicing" in retrospect, got many of his anti-Semitic ideas from his 
Christian teachings.Here is the full story of the crusades, stripped of its heroic mythical adornments and minus 
religious propaganda and demagoguery from all the sides. It is a complex multi-century drama spread out in a 
sprawling way across the world's historical landscape. It is a drama that brackets much of the early history of the three 
Abrahamic religions as well as most of Western culture itself.One of the author's intents was to show how a straight 
line can be drawn from Pope Urban's call for the first crusade in November 1095, to the 911 bombing of the World 
Trade Center on September 11, 2001. Developing what she calls a kind of "triple vision" she gives the read a three-
sided view of this multidimensional conflict.And as she probes deeply into the meaning of the crusades for the three 
religions, she comes up with a rather starling conclusion: that the crusades have been one of the main causes of the 
Middle East conflict today. As usual, she accomplishes this and her other objectives by backing them up with a tightly 
drawn mosaic of historical and religious facts, that is, she accomplishes her goals with a flourish. Five stars as usual.

Karen Armstrong, bestselling author of A History of God, skillfully narrates this history of the Crusades with a view 
toward their profound and continuing influence. In 1095 Pope Urban II summoned Christian warriors to take up the 
cross and reconquer the Holy Land. Thus began the holy wars that would focus the power of Europe against a 
common enemy and become the stuff of romantic legend. In reality the Crusades were a series of rabidly savage 
conflicts in the name of piety. And, as Armstrong demonstrates in this fascinating book, their legacy of religious 
violence continues today in the Middle East, where the age-old conflict of Christians, Jews, and Muslims persists.

From Publishers WeeklyJudaism, Christianity and Islam--obviously central to Middle East crises today--were also at 
the crux of the Crusades nearly 1000 years ago. Maps. Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library 
JournalRecent historians have convincingly demonstrated that 13th-century European governments institutionalized 
three forms of irrational bigotry that have tragically affected the modern world: anti-Semitism, anti-homosexuality, 
and anti-Islam. This important book, which brings the perspective of a student of theology and literature who also 
knows traditional political history, sees the medieval Crusades as the root of current Middle East conflicts. Such a 
view substantiates the historical interpretation. The book attempts a "triple vision" of the concept of crusade or holy 
war for Jews, Christians, and Muslims, tracing the religious origins of conflict among the three peoples to their 
differing interpretations of scripture, the secular origins to 19th-century nationalism and imperialism. The result is an 
erudite, balanced, and lucidly written study which shows that false images, ridiculous perceptions, and absurd demons 
have haunted all three peoples. A mine of useful information on Muslim-Western perceptions of each other, this book 
for the general reader can be beneficially read by scholars and Middle Eastern experts.-Bennett D. Hill, Georgetown 
Univ., Washington, D.C.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. "A tour de force. . . . Any reader will come 
away from this book with a better frame of reference for assessing today's headlines." The Kansas City Star"Holy War 
brings compassion, objectivity, breadth, and imagination to the most urgent crisis of our time." The Boston 
Phoenix"Erudite, balanced, and lucidly written. . . . [Provides] a mine of useful information on Muslim-Western 



perceptions of each other. . . . An important book."Library Journal 


