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Eighteenth-Century Kentucky Frontier (The Lamar Series in Western History): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Smart, compelling read!By T. IngramThis is a smart, fascinating, 
and well written account of challenges facing settlers on the eighteenth-century Kentucky frontier. Sachs does a 
masterful job of showing how early contests over gender, class, and race helped to shape conceptions of manhood and 
citizenship in the rest of the young nation. Even nonacademic readers will appreciate Sachs's command of complex 
material and her fabulous storytelling skills.

On Americas western frontier, myths of prosperity concealed the brutal conditions endured by women, slaves, 
orphans, and the poor. As poverty and unrest took root in eighteenth-century Kentucky, western lawmakers 
championed ideas about whiteness, manhood, and patriarchal authority to help stabilize a politically fractious frontier. 
Honor Sachs combines rigorous scholarship with an engaging narrative to examine how conditions in Kentucky 
facilitated the expansion of rights for white men in ways that would become a model for citizenship in the country as a 
whole. Endorsed by many prominent western historians, this groundbreaking work is a major contribution to frontier 
scholarship.

Honor Sachs demonstrates conclusively that understanding the early American frontier requires taking women and 
their families seriously. Her sophisticated questions, admirable research, engaging writing, and powerful argument 
make for compelling history.John Mack Faragher, author of Daniel Boone: The Life and Legend of an American 
Pioneer 


