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Martti Nissinen : Homoer oticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical

Perspective:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very Important Gay History TextBy Patrick C.When first published,
this book shocked scholarsin the field of antiquities and ancient Greek history. Mind you, scholars had known for
decades about the actual sexuality of ancient Greek society, but thisinformation had not been released to the laity.
This book is somewhat outdated, but worth reading today anyway, to get a sense of how controversial the topic once


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0800636457

was, and how hard it was to get accurate information out there about male-to-male eroticism.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Cultural ContextBy Kennon ElliottThis book is a great compendium of near eastern texts
dealing with homoerotic behavior through the biblical periods.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. this
book is a good place to beginBy Toby SandersThis book is one that has not always received the recognition it
deserves. Maybe it would receive more notice if it was available on Kindle. It introduces the reader to a new way to
view the ancient biblical world and forces the reader to consider that the way in which people have interpreted the
Bible should be questioned. If you are interested in what the Bible really says, this book is a good place to begin.

Nissinen's award-winning book surveys attitudes in the ancient world toward homoeroticism, that is, erotic same-sex
relations. Focusing on the Bible and its cultural environment-M esopotamia, Greece, Rome, Isragl-Nissinen concisely
and readably introduces the relevant sources and their historical contexts in areadable way. Homoeroticismis
examined as a part of gender identity, i.e., the interplay of sexual orientation, gender identification, gender roles, and
sexual practice. In the patriarcha cultures of the biblical world, Nissinen shows, homoerotic practices were regarded
as arole construction between the active and passive partners rather than as expressions of an orientation moderns call
"homosexuality." Nissinen shows how this applies to the limited acceptance of homoerotic relationships in Greek and
Roman culture, aswell asto Israel's and the early church's condemnation of any same-sex erotic activity. For readers
interested in the ancient world or contemporary debates, Nissinen's fascinating study shows why the ancient texts -
both biblical and nonbiblical - are not appropriate for use as sources of direct analogy or argument in today's
discussion.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: FinnishFrom the Back Cover"l strongly recommend
Nissinen'swork. It fillsamajor need in contextualizing the Old Testament references to homaosexual relationsin a
study of ancient Near Eastern references to same-sex sexual interactions. Many of the relevant texts have simply not
been accessible to the general reader heretofore.” ---Phyllis Bird Garrett-Evangelical Theological SeminaryAbout the
AuthorMartti Nissinen is Reader and Professor in Old Testament Studies, University of Helsinki, Senior Researcher of
the Finnish Academy.



