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Alvin J. Schmidt : How Christianity Changed the World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised How Christianity Changed the World: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Well written and well documented chronicle of the impact of 
transformed livesBy Andrew CronanWell Written and documented, and very readable chronicle of the impact of the 
transformed lives of the followers of Jesus, and western culture was transformed as a result. He chronicles how so 
many of the freedoms that we take for granted and benevolences that are now common are the direct result of the life 
transformation that takes place when people choose to follow Jesus wholeheartedly and let His character direct their 
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lives. Not in any way "preachy", but fascinating and well documented research into what happened as a result 
(particularly) of the sacrificial lives of early followers of Jesus.7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent!!By Happy TheologianThis is a great book that provides a wonderful counter-balance to the lies of secular 
humanists who would have us believe that Christianity is a barbaric religion that specializes in Salem witchcraft trials 
and inquisitions. Yes, it is true that many times, the followers of Jesus have failed to live up to their profession. 
Christians have done evil in the name of doing good. Yet, this book shows that it is Christianity and not paganism that 
provided the foundation for all that is good and enlightened in this world. If truth be told, all that is "good" in secular 
humanism has been stolen from Christianity, for only Christianity provides the intellectual and philosophical 
foundation for doing good to one's neighbor. Secular humanists pretend that they can provide a world of enlightened 
decency and kindness, but such behavior only makes sense if man is God's special creation that reflects the glorious 
image of his Maker. I majored in history in college, but I learned a lot of new information from reading this book. 
Alvin Schmidt is a theologian and a fine writer. He loves the Christian faith, and if you share his beliefs as I do, you 
will love the faith even more after reading this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. EexcelleentBy 
Timothy C SeagrenA well-written book to give a person an excellent View of Christianity. The discipline of this book 
goes all the way back to the beginning of the church and before even and up until today. It gives a look at how we 
have evolved in the Christian faith some for the better and some for the worse. It is a very scholarly work with great 
research and references to prove the authenticity of what the author writes. It is a good read for those who are weak in 
the faith as well those who are unsaved. It also gives a new confidence for those who are believers and just want to 
have more information about the foundations of their beliefs.

Western civilization is becoming increasingly pluralistic, secularized, and biblically illiterate. Many people today have 
little sense of how their lives have benefited from Christianitys influence, often viewing the church with hostility or 
resentment. How Christianity Changed the World is a topically arranged Christian history for Christians and non- 
Christians. Grounded in solid research and written in a popular style, this book is both a helpful apologetic tool in 
talking with unbelievers and a source of evidence for why Christianity deserves credit for many of the humane, social, 
scientific, and cultural advances in the Western world in the last two thousand years. Photographs, timelines, and 
charts enhance each chapter. This edition features questions for reflection and discussion for each chapter.

From the Back CoverWestern civilization is becoming increasingly pluralistic, secularized, and biblically illiterate. 
Many people today have little sense of how their lives have benefited from Christianity's influence, often viewing the 
church with hostility or resentment. How Christianity Changed the World is a topically arranged Christian history for 
Christians and non- Christians. Grounded in solid research and written in a popular style, this book is both a helpful 
apologetic tool in talking with unbelievers and a source of evidence for why Christianity deserves credit for many of 
the humane, social, scientific, and cultural advances in the Western world in the last two thousand years. Photographs, 
timelines, and charts enhance each chapter. This edition features questions for reflection and discussion for each 
chapter.About the AuthorAlvin J. Schmidt (PhD, University of Nebraska) retired in 1999 as professor of sociology at 
Illinois College in Jacksonville, Illinois, where he still lives. He is the author of several books, including The Great 
Divide: The Failure of Islam and the Triumph of the West, and served as a consulting editor for Dictionary of Cults, 
Sects, Religions and the Occult. 


