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Thomas E. Woods : How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Easy read and interesting perspective.By James M. 
WagnerInteresting book. Tom Woods is an easy read and adds an interesting perspective to history.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. the good side of the Catholic church was presented in a ...By CustomerFor once, the 
good side of the Catholic church was presented in a very convincing way.0 of 0 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1596983280


helpful. Wonderful, educational and informativeBy History enthusiastWonderful, educational and informative. It is 
unfortunate that the Catholic church is not given the credit due for the many contributions offered to our Western 
Civilization. Our way of life would be very different without the contributions from the religious orders, particularly 
the Benedictine monks. Unfortunately Henry VIII opted to destroy monasteries, kill and exile those who did not show 
loyalty to his church. Dr. Wood is a great historian and has researched the material well.

Ask someone today where Western Civilization originated, and he or she might say Greece or Rome. But what is the 
ultimate source of Western Civilization? Bestselling author and professor Thomas E. Woods, Jr. provides the long 
neglected answer: the Catholic Church. In the new paperback edition of his critically-acclaimed book, How the 
Catholic Church Built Western Civilization, Woods goes far beyond the familiar tale of monks copying manuscripts 
and preserving the wisdom of classical antiquity. Gifts such as modern science, free-market economics, art, music, and 
the idea of human rights come from the Catholic Church, explains Woods. In How the Catholic Church Built Western 
Civilization, youll learn:Why modern science was born in the Catholic ChurchHow Catholic priests developed the idea 
of free-market economics five hundred years before Adam SmithHow the Catholic Church invented the 
universityWhy what you know about the Galileo affair is wrongHow Western law grew out of Church canon lawHow 
the Church humanized the West by insisting on the sacredness of all human lifeNo institution has done more to shape 
Western civilization than the two-thousand-year-old Catholic Churchand in ways that many of us have forgotten or 
never known. How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization is essential reading for recovering this lost truth.

"Engaging and engrossing.... A mine of information on the debt we owe to Catholic life and thought." -- Michael P. 
Foley, Ph.D., assistant professor of Patristics, Great Texts Program, Baylor University"Puts the Church back where it 
should be: at the center of values, science, laws, and institutions of Western civilization." -- Dr. Paul Legutko, Stanford 
University"Superb and scholarly.... Highly recommended." -- Dr. Alice von Hildebrand, professor emeritus, the City 
University of New YorkFrom the PublisherAsk a college student today what he knows about the Catholic Church and 
his answer might come down to one word: "corruption." But that one word should be "civilization." Western 
civilization has given us the miracles of modern science, the wealth of free-market economics, the security of the rule 
of law, a unique sense of human rights and freedom, charity as a virtue, splendid art and music, a philosophy grounded 
in reason, and innumerable other gifts that we take for granted as the wealthiest and most powerful civilization in 
history. But what is the ultimate source of these gifts? Bestselling author and professor Thomas E. Woods, Jr. provides 
the long neglected answer: the Catholic Church. Woodss story goes far beyond the familiar tale of monks copying 
manuscripts and preserving the wisdom of classical antiquity. In How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization, 
youll learn: Why modern science was born in the Catholic Church How Catholic priests developed the idea of free-
market economics five hundred years before Adam Smith How the Catholic Church invented the university Why what 
you know about the Galileo affair is wrong How Western law grew out of Church canon law How the Church 
humanized the West by insisting on the sacredness of all human life No institution has done more to shape Western 
civilization than the two-thousand-year-old Catholic Churchand in ways that many of us have forgotten or never 
known. How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization is essential reading for recovering this lost truth.About 
the AuthorThomas E. Woods, Jr. holds a bachelors degree in history from Harvard, and his M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. 
from Columbia University. A senior fellow at the Ludwig von Mises Institute, he is the author of eleven books, 
including the New York Times bestsellers Meltdown, The Politically Incorrect Guide to American History, and How 
the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization. Woods won the $50,000 first prize in the 2006 Templeton Enterprise 
Awards for his book The Church and the Market. He lives with his wife and four daughters in Topeka, Kansas. 


