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8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Add this one to your Read Next list!!By PhyllisThomas Cahill's
history of Ireland during the middle agesis so well and cleverly written that you will never know you are reading
nonfiction. The theme running through is as engrossing as "Vikings' on the History Channel. It is grounded in solid
facts, many of which are not well known, making it a fascinating read. The author is a scholar, whose prose is not only
lyrical and learned, but paints word pictures of western civilization after the fall of the Roman Empire. Y ou will have a
whole new regard for the contributions of the "Emerald Isle."2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent story, with some offensive materialBy Randolph W. OrtliebFascinating story, which gave meinsight into a
dark period of Christian history. Puzzled by the seemingly gratuitous descriptions of sexua misconduct. Maybe a book
needs such stuff in order to sell better? Overall avery illuminating work, however. | would recommend for mature
readers.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Y es, the Irish really did save civilization.By Maureen
GonzalezAn amazing, beautifully written history of Ireland...no tears in the Guinness - just the facts m'am, just the
facts! A great read. | have set my friends presents of Ho the Irish Saved Civilization and they all LOVEIT.

The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best tradition of popular history -- the untold story of Ireland'srole
in maintaining Western culture while the Dark Ages settled on Europe.Every year millions of Americans celebrate St.
Patrick's Day, but they may not be aware of how great an influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent history of
civilization. Not only did he bring Christianity to Ireland, he instilled a sense of literacy and learning that would create
the conditions that allowed Ireland to become "the isle of saints and scholars' -- and thus preserve Western culture
while Europe was being overrun by barbarians. In this entertaining and compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill tells the
story of how Europe evolved from the classical age of Rome to the medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could
not have taken place. Not only did Irish monks and scribes maintain the very record of Western civilization -- copying
manuscripts of Greek and Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while libraries and learning on the continent were
forever lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish world-view to the task. As Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of
the liveliness we associate with medieval culture hasitsrootsin Ireland. When the seeds of culture were replanted on
the European continent, it was from Ireland that they were germinated. In the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's A
Distant Mirror, How The Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an era that few know about but which is central to
understanding our past and our cultural heritage. But it conveys its knowledge with awinking wit that aptly captures
the sensibility of the unsung Irish who relaunched civilization.



