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H.W. Tilman : HW Tilman The Seven Mountain-Travel Books  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised HW Tilman The Seven Mountain-Travel Books: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Early Mountaineering before all the hype and noise, First Everest 
ExpeditionsBy K. W. LandryThese are not for everyone but they are just simply great stories of a time in 
mountaineering when it was all first being worked out, before all the answers and major conquests had ever become 
routine.Tillman traveled in a time when travel itself was mostly an adventure rather than a packet of guaranteed 
itineraries; before travel guides could not only put you there but put you on the summit. Tillman and his 
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contemporaries were working out how to even get close enough to attempt summitting major mountains of the 
Himalayas and other regions. Working out what made up teams that would be successful, what equipment would do 
the job, what and how food should be packaged to survive the months of transport and adequately feed the team.Long 
before Tzening Norgay and Hillary made the summit read about the explorations all the way to the second step, 
Hillary's step, and even Tzening Norgay's early experience on Tillman and Shipton's Everest exploratory trips.Of 
course, these are just the wondrous details, Tillman is also a pretty good story teller, with a wry wit that takes a chapter 
or two to acclimate to, as well as some of the turns of language used at that time. But, go with it and you'll be trekking 
the Himalayas and other regions before modern transport, modern mountaineering "strategies" and enjoying the wide 
open world it was then and laughing more than once at the ironies and travails of travel at the turn of the last century.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a Life!By merleIt's one of the greatest adventure books I've ever 
read. This man did it all eighty years ago too. In one of the first chapters one of the workers on his coffee farm in 
Kenya got scalped by a leopard and Tilman sews the guy's scalp back on. It goes on an on throughout this wonderful 
book. If you like outdoors adventure then this is for you.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Sister loves 
this bookBy CustomerMy sister had wanted this book for a long time and highly recommends this book if you like the 
subject or are interested in the author's work. I was told this an exceptional book of adventure and life from a time long 
gone. I have yet to read this book though I have never disagreed with my sisters assessments of literature.

*Tilman (on reaching the summit of Nanda Devi): "I believe we so far forgot ourselves as to shake hands on it." * 
Tilman (after arduous and ultimately unsuccessful attempts on two peaks in Central Asia, and his arrest as a spy): "as I 
turned to go down into Chitrail, tired, lousy, and bereft of my diaries, I felt that the year had at any rate been rich in 
instruction."The W. L. Gore Shipton/Tilman Grant is named for Tilman, and his climbing companion, Eric Shipton, 
but too few Americans are aware of Tilman's remarkable gift for writing. This economically-priced paperbound 
includes: Snow on the Equator, The Ascent of Nanda Devi, When Men and Mountains Meet, Everest 1938, Two 
Mountains and a River, China to Chitral and Nepal Himalaya. H. W. Tilman's belief was "any worthwhile expedition 
can be planned on the back of an envelope." He wrote fifteen mountaineering and sailing books.

About the AuthorAccording to David Roberts, H.W. TILMAN was "the best expedition writerjust as he was arguably 
the century's best explorer-mountaineer, whittling his whole life to a sunny vagabondage that held him in its thrall 
even as he sailed off into the Antarctic Ocean in his eightieth year." More prosaically, Tilman was a coffee planter 
turned adventurer who climbed extensively in Africa and the Himalaya; he also served in both World Wars. In 1934, 
Tilman and Eric Shipton pioneered a route to Nanda Devi's 'Inner Sanctuary.' This was followed, in 1936, by a first 
ascent by Tilman and N. E. Odell of Nanda Devi, reputedly the most outstanding mountaineering success of the pre-
Second World War era. Tilman was next was appointed the leader of the 1938 (British) Everest Expedition, on which 
he reached more than 27,000 feet (without supplementary oxygen). His Everest expedition was marked by the small 
size and close-knit quality of the participants, the Shipton/Tilman belief being that "any worthwhile expedition can be 
planned on the back of an envelope." The W.L. Gore Shipton/Tilman Grant is named for the two adventurers. 


