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Karolyn Smardz Frost : I've Got a Home in Glory Land: A Lost Tale of the Underground Railroad  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised I've Got a Home in Glory 
Land: A Lost Tale of the Underground Railroad: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Canadian life for Freedom SeekersBy Gary J.I've got a Home in 
Glory Land is well researched. Karolyn Smardz Frost writes in a very readable form which is important for an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0374164819


academic history book. As we watch the 150th anniversary Civil War events this year, the subject of slavery in the 
United States is even more important. This book chronicles this dark and shameful chapter in our past. The author uses 
real stories debunking the myths of African-American inferiority. She tells part of the untold story about what 
happened to slaves who did escape to Canada. We all know Freedom Seekers followed the Drinking Gourd north, but 
what happened when they got North? This book answers that question. For more about the life that caused slaves to 
"Follow the Drinking Gourd",See Negroes To Hire1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. it's in great shape. 
The story is compelling as wellBy Calli CourtEven tough it's a used audiobook, it's in great shape. The story is 
compelling as well.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I've Got a Home in Glory LandBy rocky1254My 
great grandmother Anna Maria Jackson a slave (mentioned in my friend Karolyn Smardz Frost's book) came through 
the UGRR with her 7 children from Milford, DE..William Still documented her journey...she eventually ended up 
living in Toronto with the Blackburns until the end of her life..I have much information about her and one of her sons 
Albert Calvin Whitley Jackson who will be honored in Toronto in March 2013 by the Toronto postal Union as he was 
the first black postman in Toronto amid much racial tension there back in the late 1800's. There will also be an event 
in April 2013 where he is being honored with a lane in Toronto being named after him. There are a few of us black 
Canadians that have stories and pictures of our ancestors past lives as slaves, their journeys thru the UGRR and 
settlement in various parts of Canada. My ancestors settled in the Toronto area.R.McDowell

It was the day before Independence Day, 1831. As his bride, Lucie, was about to be sold down the river to the slave 
markets of New Orleans, young Thornton Blackburn planned a daringand successfuldaylight escape from Louisville. 
But they were discovered by slave catchers in Michigan and slated to return to Kentucky in chains, until the black 
community rallied to their cause. The Blackburn Riot of 1833 was the first racial uprising in Detroit history. 

From Publishers WeeklyIn 1985, archeologists in downtown Toronto discovered what would become the most highly 
publicized dig in Canadian history: the remains of a house belonging to former slaves Thornton and Lucie Blackburn, 
who, as it turns out, were key figures in the Underground Railroad. Fleeing Louisville, Ky., in 1831, shortly before 
Lucie was to be sold down the river, the Blackburns used forged documents to cross the Ohio River and eventually 
make their way to Detroit. They built a life in the "nominally Free Territory of Michigan," until Thornton was 
recognized and arrested, along with Lucie. Before they could be convicted and returned to slavery, though, the first 
racial uprising in Detroit-a crowd of friends and abolitionists who marched on the jail-gave them the opportunity to 
escape. Fleeing to Toronto, Thornton's case established the promise of the Underground Railroad: Canada's refusal to 
turn the former slaves over to Michigan's governor established Canada as a haven for escaped slaves (so long as they 
weren't wanted for capital crimes). Frost spent years researching this story, as attested to by 100-plus pages of notes. 
Unfortunately, the voices and personalities of the Blackburns themselves remain sketchy; Frost fills in numerous 
chinks in their story, using first-hand accounts from others in similar situations, but it still feels like the Thorntons 
have, once again, evaded capture. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.From Booklist*Starred * In downtown Toronto in 1985, archaeologists uncovered remains of a house that 
had belonged to Thornton and Lucie Blackburn, fugitive slaves who settled in Canada in 1833 and later became 
successful business owners. Smardz Frost was part of the archaeology team and went on to undertake 20 years of 
research on the fascinating couple. In this richly detailed book, she recounts the perilous journey of the couple from 
Louisville, Kentucky, to prevent threat to their marriage by the imminent sale of Lucie. They were pursued to 
Michigan, where they were captured. Protest by Detroit's black community halted the return of the Blackburns to 
Kentucky and set off the riots of 1833. The couple was spirited across the river to Canada, but Michigan's governor 
demanded their extradition, setting in motion a legal and diplomatic battle between the U.S and Canada over the issue 
of fugitive slaves and firmly establishing Canada as the end point of the Underground Railroad. Smardz Frost's 
fascination with her subject and love of detailed historical documentation are evident in this engrossing look at a 
couple who defied slavery with their escape and their assistance to other fugitive slaves. Vanessa BushCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reserved "Karolyn Smardz Frost's superb research has produced a wonderful 
account of the underground railroad, elevating Thornton and Lucy Blackburn to their rightful place in the dramatic 
story of pre-Civil War slave resistance, abolition, and African American life on both sides of the U.S.-Canadian 
border. This finely detailed account depicts a truly international antislavery movement." -- James Oliver Horton and 
Lois E. Horton, coauthors of Slavery and the Making of America and Hard Road to Freedom 


