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Dan Ben-amos : In Praise of Baal Shem Tov (Shivhei Ha-Besht: the Earliest Collection of Legends About the 
Founder of Hasidism)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised In Praise of Baal Shem Tov (Shivhei Ha-Besht: the Earliest Collection of Legends About the Founder of 
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Hasidism): 

In Praise of the Baal Shem Tov is the first complete English translation of the tales surrounding the Besht, a rabbi and 
kabbalistic practitioner whose teachings bolstered the growing Hasidic movement in the eighteenth century. An 
important source on the life, philosophy, and mystical works of the Besht, In Praise of the Baal Shem Tov also reveals 
the daily life and concerns of eastern European Hasidic Jews in the late 1700s. Though portions of the book have been 
in print since its original publication in 1814, this edition avoids the common practice of reshaping Hasidic tales 
according contemporary expectations. With this commitment to accuracy and authenticity, In Praise of the Baal Shem 
Tov offers readers an unsullied look at the Besht through the eyes of his contemporaries.


