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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Absolute jewel of a book!By Mitchell Anne HagerstromThe author
burrowed through a spectacular amount of research in multiple libraries and archives in both England and North
America, plus the rich holdings in the Bermuda Archives. Having myself been bitten by the Bermuda-bug in the mid-
1990s, | both applaud and envy him. | remember reading a piece of his dissertation (the origins of this book) back in
the early 2000s. | immediately realized | had stumbled across ajewel -- | still have that paper.l recommend this book
to any and all with an interest in Bermuda history especially those who came by that interest through genealogy as |
did. The Eye of All Trade gives a marvelous look at where so many of us came from (I still have distant relatives
there). So many American families do not realize that a generation or two of their ancestors spent time on Bermuda
before immigrating on mainland America. My ancestors arrived in Bermuda in the early days and stayed until about
1730. Since Im merely an armchair researcher, Michael Jarviss work means the world to me.A small warning -- the
book is BIG and the print is necessarily rather small. | started it last summer and more or less read it between other
books. | continued to pick this book up over and over again, and each time | would be instantly re-engrossed. Im
finding it very difficult to be patient waiting for his next book which is said to cover the earliest settlement up to 1680.
| think the working title is Atlantic Crucible. Come on, Michael -- were waiting! 2 of 2 people found the following
review helpful. Images are redacted in the digital versionBy rachel1865My complaint iswith the digital copy of this
book. 90% of all the illustrations and maps have been redacted. As Jarvis's thesis relies on a number of visual aids, this
renders the Kindle version practically uselessif you are a serious reader. Unless you are a curious layperson (not a
historian), buy the paper copy instead.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Family History ResearchBy
Donald Saville-CookThis excellent book provides comprehensive details of the changing political, social and
economic conditions prevalent in Bermuda (1680-1783) which dramatically affected the lives of my ancestors who
were shipbuilders, salt-rakers, privateers, merchant-mariners and administrators during the centuries covered. | was
particularly pleased with information on the lives of Bermudian women. They were aresilient lot! Notes, sources
consulted and Index (about one third of the book) are proving exceptionally helpful. | recommend this book to anyone
doing serious family research on Bermudian ancestors.

In an exploration of the oceanic connections of the Atlantic world, Michael J. Jarvis recovers amariner's view of early
America as seen through the eyes of Bermuda's seafarers. The first social history of eighteenth-century Bermuda, this
book profiles how one especially intensive maritime community capitalized on its position "in the eye of all

trade." Jarvis takes readers aboard small Bermudian sloops and follows white and enslaved sailors as they shuttled
cargoes between ports, raked salt, harvested timber, salvaged shipwrecks, hunted whales, captured prizes, and
smuggled contraband in an expansive maritime sphere spanning Great Britain's North American and Caribbean
colonies. In doing so, he shows how humble sailors and seafaring slaves operating small family-owned vessels were
significant but underappreciated agents of Atlantic integration. The American Revolution starkly revealed the extent of
British Americasintegration before 1775 asit shattered interregional links that Bermudians had helped to forge.
Reliant on North Americafor food and customers, Bermudians faced disaster at the conflict's start. A bold act of
treason enabled islanders to continue trade with their rebellious neighbors and hel ped them to survive and even
prosper in an Atlantic world at war. Ultimately, however, the creation of the United States ended Bermuda's economic
independence and doomed the island's maritime economy.

An important book. . . . Inthe Eye of All Trade makes a significant contribution to Atlantic history.--International
Journal of Maritime HistoryA complicated story that provides greater clarity to seventeenth and eighteenth century
British America's fluid nature.--Essays in History The journey this book has undertaken leaves the reader
contemplating the possibilities of studying other locationsin this manner. If every scholar of the Atlantic world took
this approach, imagine what new wonders might be uncovered.--SehepunkteThis masterly study. . . . the result of 20
years of research, is confidently written and structured.--Journal for Maritime ResearchJarvis delicately situates the
details of the Bermudian history within this Atlantic sweep, thereby crafting a book that isfinely calibrated. . . .
Should be required reading for Atlantic scholars. . . . Jarvis theme of self-organization . . . will keep scholars busily
debating for decades.--Journal of Interdisciplinary HistoryJarvis has written a brilliant interdisciplinary study of
Atlantic history, describing the pivotal role the island of Bermuda played in the development of that world. With clear
prose buoyed by extensive notation, Jarvis elucidates the unique nature of theisland. . . . Thiswell-written and
thoughtful history guides the reader on avoyage that traverses the Atlantic, colonial, and maritime historical worlds,
simultaneously making this a captivatingly broad, yet focused, volume.--Sea HistoryEveryone who is interested in the
history of British coloniesin the Atlantic, North America and the Caribbean should read thisfine book. . . . Thisis
Atlantic history at its best.--Anglican and Episcopal HistoryAn engaging and multidisciplinary study that. . . . will
serveasamodel. . . . for Atlantic historians and those interested in the history of colonial Bermuda.--South Carolina



Historical MagazineJarvis paints a detailed portrait of Bermudian society, successfully melding a demographic study
with amore cultural discussion of patterns of consumption, fashion, and architecture. . . . [This book] is a significant
addition to the burgeoning scholarship in the field and ought to be essential reading for everyone interested in the
eighteenth-century Atlantic world.--New West Indian GuideJarvis's choice of perspectiveistruly inspired. . . . Having
spent twenty years painstakingly researching colonial Bermuda, Jarvis has produced a wonderfully written narrative
history worthy of its lengthy gestation.--Common-Place] An] impressive achievement in bringing Bermuda's maritime
world to life.--William and Mary QuarterlyThis impressive book--the author's first monograph--offers a convincing
interpretation of the socio-economic and maritime history of Britain's oldest and smallest colony. . . .Jarvis jumps from
pawn to bishop among maritime historians.--American Historical [A] superb and rewarding book. . . . The engaging
prose of this attractively presented book . . . provides the close correlation of transatlantic connections with internal
developments often missing from the Atlantic perspective.--Journal of American History In the Eye of All Trade
studies from al angles an island society that was as fully maritime as any in the Atlantic world. Michael Jarvis has
explained best what the ocean itself lent to the lives of those who lived beside it.--Daniel Vickers, University of British
ColumbiaMichael Jarvis's exemplary study of Bermuda and its industrious inhabitants will make it impossible for
historians to ignore the island any longer. Jarvis argues that the colony occupied a unique and important geographic
position at the crossroads of the English Atlantic, that the island was transformed by that position, and that in turn
Bermudians transformed the English Atlantic. He builds a persuasive and thought-provoking case in his careful and
exhaustive work.--Alison Games, Georgetown UniversityMichael Jarvis's marvelous new book is not only easily the
best history we have on Bermudain the Atlantic World. It also provides us with an arresting perspective on British
America, one from the deck of a ship rather than gazing westward across mountains. Jarvis shows us that in order to
understand the Atlantic world we have to understand the curious society that was eighteenth-century Bermuda. A
signal achievement and a major study in maritime social history.--Trevor Burnard, University of WarwickFrom the
Inside Flapin thisfirst social history of 18th-century Bermuda, Jarvis takes readers aboard small Bermudian sloops
and follows white and enslaved sailors in an expansive maritime sphere spanning Great Britain's North American and
Caribbean colonies. He shows how humble sailors and seafaring slaves operating small family-owned vessels were
significant but underappreciated agents of Atlantic integration. Jarvis argues that the American Revolution shattered
interregional links that Bermudians had helped to forge and ultimately doomed the island's maritime economy.



