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Oskar Skarsaune : In the Shadow of the Temple: Jewish Influences on Early Christianity  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In the Shadow of the Temple: Jewish 
Influences on Early Christianity: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Jewish influences on ChristianityBy D. YoungThis has been my 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0830828443


favorite books for the last several years. It is a historical book of the early Judeo/Christian church, but sets the scene 
by giving the history of Israel between the testaments, the Maccabean Revolt, the formation of the political groups and 
so on. It describes the relationship between Judaism and the early church and their eventual separation. It was 
fascinating to hear about James the half brother of Jesus who was the acting bishop of the Jerusalem church and 
interesting information about Christ's relatives. Mary and Joseph were from that part of the world and had many 
relatives, some of whom came to believe in him. This is not a novel idea, but he brings it out well and in such a way 
that the layperson can understand it. Fascinating!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The First Centuries 
After The Incarnation: Jews and GentilesBy Phil D. RangeThe volume definitely will whet your appetite for learning 
more about first and second century Judaism, Jewish Christianity, and Gentile Christianity. I found the section 
comparing Jewish baptism and Christian baptism to be particularly interesting with a level of detail that will satisfy a 
discriminating reader. The prose is extremely sensitive, and I was amazed throughout that a Norwegian wrote this in 
English (no indication that it is a translation).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The book is excellent. I 
learned a lot about the influence of ...By MarilynnThe book is excellent. I learned a lot about the influence of 
Hellenism on the Jews as well as early Christians. It also confirmed what I had learned about the heavy influence of 
Plato's philosophy, not only on our culture today, but the negative influence it has had over the centuries on the some 
areas of the church and their understanding of theology. Thank you Oskar for your the in-depth of study, and this 
excellent scholarly work. Time to read more of your books.

Oskar Skarsaune makes a fresh contribution to our understanding of the development of the early church in its practice 
(e.g., worship, baptism and Eucharist) and doctrine (e.g., Scripture, Christology, pneumatology). This book offers the 
new perspective that Christians were in ongoing and deep conversation with Jews during the early centuries leading up 
to Constantine. The common perception of a drastic "parting of the ways" after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
has tended to distort our understanding of the succeeding decades and centuries of Jewish and Christian history. 
Notwithstanding the fact that there were points of bitterness and strife, the relationship is better viewed as that of a 
younger and older sibling. There is much evidence of interaction between the early Christians and rabbinic Judaism, 
both at the level of leadership and laypeople, and this left its impression on the church. Skarsaune gives us numerous 
fascinating episodic and topical glimpses into this untold story.

"[O]ffers surprising insights into how much interaction took place between early Christians and Jews. It supplements 
standard textbooks on early church history as it reconnects the 'disconnect' between New Testament history and early 
church history. It also contains 'snapshots' of thematic developments rather than continuous historical narrative and 
includes helpful annotated bibliographies by topic for further reading and research." (Savannah Jones, Sir Read a Lot 
(sirreadalot.org), December 1, 2008)"In the Shadow is an outstanding and illuminating book. And it is not for 
specialists by any means but for those who simply like the Bible and reading. Every chapter sheds intense light not 
only on the pages of the New Testament but also on the entire faith of the early church through the second and third 
centuries. Skarsaune has written a work on early Christian history with special attention to the often neglected Jewish 
background. If you are looking for something that can add significant depth to the pages of the New Testament then I 
recommend this fine work." (Bobby Valentine, Stoned-Campbell Disciple (stoned-campbelldisciple.blogspot.com), 
September 4, 2008)"Skarsaune's fine book is balanced and rich with insight. It is highly recommended." (Craig A. 
Evans, Dharma Deepika, July-December 2007)"Professor Skarsaune has long been known as a leading scholar of early 
Jewish and Gentile Christian history. Here he brings his outstanding specialist learning to bear in a wonderfully 
accessible, comprehensive introduction to the Jewish basis of Christian faith and history throughout the first three 
centuries. In binding together the New Testament's Jewish roots with the life of the early Jewish and Gentile church, 
this is an outstanding textbook of Christian origins." (Markus Bockmuehl, Cambridge University)"Nowadays the 
Jewish texture of the New Testament is increasingly appreciated, and rightly so. In this highly informative and 
stimulating book, Professor Skarsaune demonstrates how illuminating it can be to read the New Testament from the 
perspective of the fully Jewish character of early Christianity. This novel approach to Christian origins will enrich 
readers, making them more sensitive to the Jewishness of the New Testament and early Christianity and more 
appreciative of the debt Christianity owes to the Jews." (Donald A. Hagner, Fuller Theological Seminary)"Oskar 
Skarsaune is surely right on the Jewishness of early Christianity and the importance of the temple for its development. 
He marshals an accurate display of historical information and exercises sound judgment in weighing probabilities. The 
result not only establishes the Jewish influences on early Christianity but also presents a persuasive synthesis of key 
elements in the story of Christian origins." (Everett Ferguson, Abilene Christian University)"Although this book is 
written at a level that will be easily accessible to students, it is based on sound and fresh scholarship by a leading early 
church historian. [It] has the merit of surveying the history of the Christian movement from its beginnings with Jesus 
through the pre-Constantinian period from the specific perspective of demonstrating the close links between 
Christianity and its Jewish roots that persisted throughout this period. The author has not only harvested much 
specialized scholarship on this crucial question regarding Christian origins but also has his own personal contribution 



to make. This attractive presentation is a must for all students of the early church." (I. Howard Marshall, University of 
Aberdeen)"Oskar Skarsaune's In the Shadow of the Temple is outstanding and will not only serve well the general 
reader, for whom the author writes, it will also serve well the scholar and student alike. Skarsaune has produced a gem 
that deftly lays out the major events, institutions, beliefs and figures of Judaism of late antiquity and how they shaped 
early Christianity. This reader-friendly book is a must." (Craig A. Evans, Trinity Western University) "Although this 
book is written at a level that will be easily accessible to students, it is based on sound and fresh scholarship by a 
leading early church historian. [It] has the merit of surveying the history of the Christian movement from its 
beginnings with Jesus through the pre-Constantinian period from the specific perspective of demonstrating the close 
links between Christianity and its Jewish roots that persisted throughout this period. The author has not only harvested 
much specialized scholarship on this crucial question regarding Christian origins but also has his own personal 
contribution to make. This attractive presentation is a must for all students of the early church." "Oskar Skarsaune is 
surely right on the Jewishness of early Christianity and the importance of the temple for its development. He marshals 
an accurate display of historical information and exercises sound judgment in weighing probabilities. The result not 
only establishes the Jewish influences on early Christianity but also presents a persuasive synthesis of key elements in 
the story of Christian origins." 


