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Kimberly A. Chase : In Their Own Words: The Abernathy (Eason, Rivers, and Tarpley) Slaves of Giles 
County, Tennessee  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In 
Their Own Words: The Abernathy (Eason, Rivers, and Tarpley) Slaves of Giles County, Tennessee: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. You can find ANYTHING on !!By brad bennettI was so excited to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0977282287


receive this! It was brand new and packed perfectly for the small shipment. After beginning my genealogy research 
recently, this book was like a treat for the long hours spent on the computer. I love that I can find ANYTHING on !

It was the summer of 1863 at the height of the U.S. Civil War. Federal troops fanned across Tennessee, the final state 
to secede from the Union, and emancipated its slaves. By July they reached Giles County and the slaves belonging to 
the extended family of the Abernathys, Easons, Rivers, and Tarpleys. While some chose to remain on those 
plantations, at least 59 of their slave men enlisted to the Union Army. They were divided among 6 colored regiments, 
provided essential services, participated in 12 battles and skirmishes, and were mistreated by Confederates for 9 
months as prisoners of war. Many of their stories are told in their own words. It is from their military service records 
and pension files that their stories of slavery, family, bravery, suffering, love, and loss are revealed. This book honors 
their lives and is dedicated to their descendants. This book is intended to be a tool to help African-Americans break 
through the genealogical brick wall of slavery. Isbn 978-0-9772822-8-9


