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From Robert W Harms : Indian Ocean Slavery in the Age of Abolition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Indian Ocean Slavery in the Age of Abolition: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. ImpressiveBy Anne M ChappelI have this as a research book to dip 
into when needed. It is a comprehensive analysis of a little known subject - the slave trade of the Indian Ocean. 
Western nations took part in supporting it - the Americans, French, Portuguese etc. quite apart from all those countries 
demanding African ivory - that was carried on the backs of slaves to the coast. The British had their navy intercepting 
the dhows carrying slaves but often the navy acted like mercenaries - grabbing innocent dhows and their valuable 
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cargo. furthermore, the British did not stop slavery where it was awkward for them - for example the indentured 
'slaves' in India and on the sugar plantations. This is a valuabke book,

While the British were able to accomplish abolition in the trans-Atlantic world by the end of the nineteenth century, 
their efforts paradoxically caused a great increase in legal and illegal slave trading in the western Indian Ocean. 
Bringing together essays from leading authorities in the field of slavery studies, this comprehensive work offers an 
original and creative study of slavery and abolition in the Indian Ocean world during this period. Among the topics 
discussed are the relationship between British imperialism and slavery; Islamic law and slavery; and the bureaucracy 
of slave trading.

The focus on the abolition period marks the volume as unique. It is valuable for that purpose, besides vetting very fine 
scholarship. I would recommend it to anyone interested in slavery, the Indian Ocean, the Islamic world, and 
abolition.Paul Lovejoy, author of Transformations in Slavery: A History of Slavery in Africa 


