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Algjandra Dubcovsky : Informed Power: Communication in the Early American South before purchasing itin

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Informed Power: Communication in the Early
American South:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I've already recommended it to friends who have ancestral links to
this...By CustomerFascinating book about how people received and shared information in the earliest days after
Europeans arrived. Although | am an avid genealogist and took many history coursesin college, this book offered a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674660188

fresh approach to understanding life in America such along time ago and thinking about the importance of

information and how it was generated, shared (and withheld) long before the internet, telephone, telegraph, or postal
service. |'ve already recommended it to friends who have ancestral links to this part of the world.O of 1 people found
the following review helpful. Interesting, well-written book on information/power dynamicsBy Chung-Hay Lukl don't
have a background in the liberal arts, but | appreciate great writing. This book was exactly that! It was engaging and
fitting for anyone inquisitive, historians and non-historians alike. It covers societal dynamics through the unique lens
of how information is communicated, manipulated, or hindered for power. Fascinating how those themes still hold true
today!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An impressive historical study on both communication and the
American south! A MUST READ!BY CustomerAn AMAZING study of communication in the pre-revolutionary
south, with surprising parallels to communications networks in today's world. A MUST READ!

Informed Power maps the intricate, intersecting channels of information exchange in the early American South,
exploring how people in the colonia world came into possession of vital knowledge in aregion that lacked a regular
mail system or a printing press until the 1730s.Challenging the notion of early colonial America as an uninformed
backwater, Alejandra Dubcovsky uncovers the ingenious ways its inhabitants acquired timely news through largely
oral networks. Information circulated through the region via spies, scouts, traders, missionaries, and other ad hoc
couriersand by encounters of sheer chance with hunting parties, shipwrecked sailors, captured soldiers, or fugitive
slaves. For many, content was often inseparable from the paths taken and the alliances involved in acquiring it. The
different and innovative ways that Indians, Africans, and Europeans struggled to make sense of their world created
communication networks that linked together peoples who otherwise shared no consensus of the physical and political
boundaries shaping their lives.Exchanging information was not simply about having the most up-to-date news or the
guickest messenger. It was away of establishing and maintaining relationships, of articulating values and enforcing
prioritiesa process inextricably tied to the regions social and geopolitical realities. At the heart of Dubcovskys study
are important lessons about the nexus of information and power in the early American South.

Algjandra Dubcovsky offers a nuanced interpretation of the ways in which early Americans communicated. Sheisa
master of the primary source evidence and employs her keen analytic abilities to reveal not only that knowledge was
power in this early modern world but how it circulated and whom it benefited. A groundbreaking work. (Peter C.
Mancall, University of Southern California)Dubcovskys wonderful first book puts information networks at the center
of early Southern history. The result is a persuasive, far-reaching, and utterly absorbing reinterpretation of the regions
development and its peoples experiences of power. (Joshua Piker, College of William Mary)In the flow of messages
and information across cultural boundaries, Dubcovsky casts native and colonia relationsin arevealing new light.
(Alan Taylor, University of Virginia)About the AuthorAlegjandra Dubcovsky is Assistant Professor of History at Yale
University.



