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Raymond F Surburg : Introduction to the Intertestamental Period  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Introduction to the Intertestamental Period: 

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding synopsis of Intertestamental PeriodBy David C. 
LeaumontThere are few recent writings on the Intertestamental Period, yet understanding the Jewish culture and the 
events leading up to Christ's time on Earth are key in interpreting Scripture. For those who do not want to read the 
whole of Josephus and Maccabees, this book is a great place to get solid succinct information on the period.Surburg 
begins the the Historical events of the Jewish people under the Persians, Alexander, Ptolemies, Seleucids and Herods. 
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He gives a short synopsis of the key leaders and omits some of the lesser leaders. He gives a full timeline of all the 
period leaders that affected the Jewish people.He then goes into the religious background, including the origin of the 
sects and the their beliefs.The most substantial part of the book is spent discussing the different writings of the time, 
including the Apocrypha, Septuagint, Philo, Josephus and the Pseudepigrapha.This book is a great help in 
understanding the Intertestamental Period, and is very well documented.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. History is never boring; to ignore it brings disastorBy NoahThis book is one of the very best I have read over 
the years on the history of the intertestamental period. It contains a wealth of accurate historical information that the 
gives the reader a true sense of the culture of the those times and gives clarity to the condition of society and culture 
that John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus lived and ministered in. Well worth the time invested in studying that period 
of human history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy M. T.Okay but somewhat difficult 
to understand.

As people finish the last book of the Old Testament they realize when turning to the New Testament that there is a gap 
of time not addressed by the books in most English Bibles. This period of time, known commonly as the 
"Intertestamental Period" covers four centuries and the changes and influences of the culture and people throughout 
the known world was very influential on the setting of the books of the New Testament. In this volume, Dr. Raymond 
Surburg, long time professor of the Bible and the languages of the Old Testament, presents the history of the Jewish 
people from Persian times to the fall of Jerusalam in A.D. He offers a survey of the various writings from this period, 
including the Apocrypha, which was always included in the Bible until the Lutheran Church moved from German to 
English. He also covers the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, as well as the Pseudepigrapha. 
While not exhaustive in its treatment, this volume offers a good overview for pastors, teachers and serious students of 
the Bible who want to understand during the time between Old and New Testament.


