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Andrea Di Robilant : Irresistible North: From Venice to Greenland on the Trail of the Zen Brothers  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Irresistible North: From 
Venice to Greenland on the Trail of the Zen Brothers: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=030726985X


0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kevin J KearneyVery interesting book.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Excellent book. A non-fiction research narrated as intriguing fictionBy Lodovico 
PizzatiExcellent book. A non-fiction research narrated as intriguing fiction. Great in divulging a very unknown story 
to a wider audience.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Irresistible Mix --By Eclectic ReaderA solid 
combination of historical research and personal travelogue The author analyzes and retraces the likely route of 14th 
century Venetian merchants across the north Atlantic.

From the author of A Venetian Affair and Lucia comes a charming odyssey in the path of the mysterious Zen brothers, 
who explored parts of the New World a century before Columbus, and became both a source of scandal and a cause 
clbre among geographers in the following centuries. This delightful journey begins with Andrea di Robilants 
serendipitous discovery of a travel narrative published in Venice in 1558 by the Renaissance statesman Nicol Zen: the 
text and its fascinating nautical map re-created the travels of two of the authors ancestors, brothers who explored the 
North Atlantic in the 1380s and 1390s. Di Robilant set out to discover why later, in the nineteenth century, the Zens 
account came under attack as one of the greatest frauds in geographical history. Was their mapand even their 
journeypartially or perhaps entirely faked? In Irresistible North the author follows the Zens route from the Faeroes to 
Shetland to Iceland and Greenland, greeted by characters who help unravel the enigmas in the Zens account. The 
medieval world comes to life as di Robilant guides us through a landscape enlivened by the ghosts of power-hungry 
earls and bishops of the old Norwegian realm and magical tales of hot springs and smoking mountains. In this rich 
tellingan original work of history and a travel book in onethe magnetism of the north draws us in as powerfully as it 
drew the Zen brothers more than six centuries ago.


