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Edward E. Curtis IV : Islam in Black America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Islam in Black America: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good Resource on the SubjectBy PiamonI am using this book as one 
of several sources for a graduate project (a study in Black Islam). My professor recognized the author and approved it 
as one of several on my proposed bibliography. I can't comment on the content, because I haven't read it yet, but the 
book has an extensive bibliography and contains ample notes/citations. This is a good scholarly source.0 of 1 people 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0791453707


found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy B. J. ParkerGreat buy !0 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. One StarBy Andrew WexlerNot a good job.

Explores modern African-American Islamic thought within the context of Islamic history, giving special attention to 
questions of universality versus particularity.Many of the most prominent figures in African-American Islam have 
been dismissed as Muslim heretics and cultists. Focusing on the works of five of these notable figuresEdward W. 
Blyden, Noble Drew Ali, Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm X, and Wallace D. Muhammadauthor Edward E. Curtis IV 
examines the origin and development of modern African-American Islamic thought. Curtis notes that intellectual 
tensions in African-American Islam parallel those of Islam throughout its historymost notably, whether Islam is a 
religion for a particular group of people or whether it is a religion for all people. In the African-American context, 
such tensions reflect the struggle for black liberation and the continuing reconstruction of black identity. Ultimately, 
Curtis argues, the interplay of particular and universal interpretations of the faith can allow African-American Islam a 
vision that embraces both a specific group of people and all people.

"an impressive slender volume . . . [and] an excellent resource for scholars and students interested in African 
American religious and intellectual history." --Journal of American History"Curtis provides an effective paradigm to 
explore the history of African-American Islamic thought." --Journal of the American Academy of Religion"a fine 
reinterpretation of the views of Edward Blyden, Noble Drew Ali, Elijah Muhammad, Warith Deen Muhammad, and 
Louis Farrakhan . . . highly recommended." --CHOICEFrom the Back CoverMany of the most prominent figures in 
African-American Islam have been dismissed as Muslim heretics and cultists. Focusing on the works of five of these 
notable figures-Edward W. Blyden, Noble Drew Ali, Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm X, and Wallace D. Muhammad-
author Edward E. Curtis IV examines the origin and development of modern African-American Islamic thought. 
Curtis notes that intellectual tensions in African-American Islam parallel those of Islam throughout its history-most 
notably, whether Islam is a religion for a particular group of people or whether it is a religion for all people. In the 
African-American context, such tensions reflect the struggle for black liberation and the continuing reconstruction of 
black identity. Ultimately, Curtis argues, the interplay of particular and universal interpretations of the faith can allow 
African-American Islam a vision that embraces both a specific group of people and all people.About the 
AuthorEdward E. Curtis IV is Millennium Chair of the Liberal Arts and professor of religious studies at Indiana 
University-Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI). 


