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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I really liked this bookBy LuthersmanI really liked this book. If you 
want to know more about the political history of the holy land look no further.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. It does have some good chronology.By Little AlNot that impressed with this book. It is difficult to tell 
whether the writer is a Christian or just an historian. There is a lack of details regarding God's promises and the land of 
Israel. It does have some good chronology.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. a dull reviewBy 
CrawfordI was hoping for much more insight (as I've loved some of his other books), but I'm halfway through and it's 
basically a rather tiresome review of the historical information in the Old Testament with a few irritating, inaccurate 
and pedestrian queries thrown in (ie, his implication that the Israelites were inconsistent in their rejection the golden 
calf while accepting cherubim on the ark - uh...no). After falling asleep a billion times trying to read this, I have put it 
down in search of a more penetrating and better written book on the history of Israel. I give it 3 stars, as there may be 
some who just want something just a bit more involved than spark notes to familiarize themselves with this history.

The story of Israel is one of the outstanding tales of human history. Israel, occupying a narrow strip of land between 
sea and desert, was positioned on an international highway of commerce and warfare. This was a people whose future 
would be intertwined with the stories of nations great and small. F. F. Bruce shapes the daunting complexities of this 
history, nearly fourteen hundred years from the exodus to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, into straight prose 
that sparkles with clarity. More than half of the book is devoted to the postexilic history of Israel, the 
"intertestamental" period and the first-century history that forms the backdrop of the New Testament. First published 
in 1963, Israel and the Nations has achieved wide recognition as an excellent introduction to the history of Israel. This 
new edition, carefully revised by David F. Payne, includes some new material and a revised bibliography.

"An excellent sketch of the history of Israel, written with a splendid clarity" (John Bright)About the AuthorF. F. Bruce 
(19101990) was Rylands Professor of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis at the University of Manchester in England. 
During his distinguished career, he wrote more than forty bestselling commentaries and books, including A Mind for 
What Matters and Paul, Apostle of the Heart Set Free. He also served as general editor of The New International 
Commentary on the New Testament. 


