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B.S. Isserlin : Israelites, The  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Israelites, The: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good general reference workBy E. L. BessThis is a great book on 
the subject of the Israelites from a historical perspective, one of the best I've ever read in terms of a general synthesis 
of data. It is clearly written, candid and fair, and contains all the general information you'll want to know about ancient 
Israel, from geography, agriculture, crafts, art, architecture, religion, and even music, among others. Isserlin falls 
squarely into the mainstream about what we can determine from archeology, the biblical texts, and ancient Near 
Eastern sources about this most controversial civilization.It is somewhat dated, but serves still as a handy standard 
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reference work. It needed a better scholarly apparatus. There is a bibliography for each chapter at the end, but 
footnotes would have been helpful. Often Isserlin will note a position, but not reveal who holds the position, or refer 
indirectly to primary source material without naming the source. But a good place to begin overall.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. a mustBy Marcos E. Ruiz Riveroas a student of the bible and a student of archaeologist, i 
highly recommend it... well written, although i would have added more illustrations...2 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. Excellent TextBy J. A MagillThis work covers a broad range of topics related to the life and culture of 
ancient Israel. Several other works have been written on the subject. In my opinion this is one of the best. It covers 
everthing from town planning to agriculture. All and all an excellent window into how an ancient people lived.

Covering the period of the thirteenth century B.C.E. to the fall of Jerusalem in 586 b.c.e., Isserlin, a senior scholar, 
synthesizes the social, historical, geographical, and archaeological materials relevant to studying ancient Israel in its 
ancient Near Eastern context. Isserlin has an accessible style and brings the latest in biblical research to students and 
general readers. The stunning array of 85 photographs -- plus maps, line-drawings, and charts -- make this a rich 
resource for scholars as well.

'In both its scope and lucid style there is nothing that immediately springs to mind available in the field of 
archaeological or Judaic studies that even compares to the coverage Isserlin brings to his study. As suchThe Israelitesis 
a work to be highly recommended. Personally I wish such a work had been available to me when I was studying the 
Israelite nation in my undergraduate studies. Now that it is, I will be sending enquiring students to this text as their 
first port of call for serious scholarship.'Benjamin Clark, webjournals.ac.edu.au 


