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Aaron W. Hughes : Jacob Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jacob Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Portrayal of a giant in American Judaica and a glimpse at American 
Jewish developmentBy Dr.As a non-Jew, I've devoured several of Jacob Neusner's books and find this biography 
enlightening and stimulating. Gives me background for hopefully reading his translation of rabbinic classics. A 
controversial figure, like many pioneers.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I learned a great deal about 
the history of Judaic studies in the ...By Beach BoyThis is a fascinating book about an extraordinary person. I learned 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1479885851


a great deal about the history of Judaic studies in the US, the tensions, the expectations, and the ways in which 
scholarship in the area is related to community issues.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. brilliant and 
indefatigable manBy Rabbi Joseph PolakA generous and wise portrait of a complex, brilliant and indefatigable man.

Biography: Neusner is a social commentator, a post-Holocaust theologian, and an outspoken political figure. 

"Aaron Hughess chronicle deftly displays the development and impact of Jacob Neusners intellectual achievements 
and the academic, political, and cultural contexts from which they emerged. With clarity and concision, this book 
limns the key issuessome of which are complex and reconditethat shaped the study of Judaism when Neusners career 
began and shows how his innovative, independent, and transformative scholarship created a contemporary academic 
field."-William Scott Green,University of Miami"Aaron Hughes has written a comprehensive, compelling, and candid 
intellectual portrait of Jacob Neusner and his unparalleled lifetime of achievements. By detailing the original and vital 
contributions Neusner has made to Judaic and Religious Studies as well as to modern religious and political thought, 
Hughes has succeeded brilliantly in highlighting the singular significance Neusner holds as an academic, as a religious 
thinker, and as a public intellectual. Hughes has given his readers a captivating intellectual biography to savor!"-David 
Ellenson,Chancellor Emeritus and former President of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion"Not only is 
Jacob Neusner a much needed, long awaited biography of perhaps the most important American Jewish thinker of the 
mid to late twentieth century, but it offers a window into the creation of Jewish studies in the American academy. 
Aaron Hughes illuminates Neusners pathbreaking role in the construction of Judaic studies scholarship as we now 
know it. More than this, he presents a balanced account of Neusner the radical, innovative, compelling and 
rambunctious scholar and Neusner the conservative political activist and public intellectual. Drawing connections 
between Neusners demanding and volatile personality and his extraordinary brilliance and productivity, Hughes sheds 
much needed light on this luminary. This is a concise book about excess that covers so much of what made Jacob 
Neusner, 'Neusner'!"-Laura S. Levitt,Temple UniversityInJacob Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast, religious 
studies scholar Aaron Hughes has written an insightful biography of a different kind of academic.-H-Net s"In this 
respectfully balanced biography, Hughes explores the life of Jacob Neusner, a renowned scholar of Judaism and a 
controversial figure in the American academy...The author presents an interesting and widely accessible life story that 
should appeal to readers interested in American Judaism, Jewish studies, or the academy itself."-Kirkus sAbout the 
AuthorAaron W. Hughes holds the Philip S. Bernstein Chair of Jewish Studies at the University of Rochester. 


