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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating history of an oppressed Jewish community.By jaa43l
thoroughly enjoyed this book. Patai does a phenomenal job in depicting the events of the forced conversion to Islam of
asmall Jewish community in Mashaad, Iran. Anyone interested in anthropology or history should read this book. What
makes this community of marranos unique, unlike any other forced converts, is that the community returned to its
original faith after several generations. The strength of this community is apparent in their struggle to maintain their
heritage and religion in secret, under the shadow of the sword.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well
depictedBy BertAs a 2nd generation American Mashadi Jew this was an amazing read. Patai does an incrediblejobin
depicting the life my ancestors lived. Wonderfully written and an enjoyable read.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy Y .H. F.excellent!

In 1839, Muslims attacked the Jews of Meshhed, murdering 36 of them, and forcing the conversion of the rest. While
some managed to escape across the Afghan border, and some turned into true believing Muslims, the majority adopted
Islam only outwardly, while secretly adhering to their Jewish faith.Jadid al-1slam is the fascinating story of how this
community managed to survive, at therisk of their lives, as crypto-Jews in an inimical Shi'i Muslim environment.
Based on unpublished original Persian sources and interviews with members of the existing Meshhed community in
Jerusalem and New Y ork, this study documents the history, traditions, tales, customs, and institutions of the Jadid al-
Islam-"New Muslims."

From Library Journal Jewish life in Islamic lands has always fascinated Patai (The Jewish Alchemists, LJ6/1/94). In
this massive, specialized study, he focuses on the Jews of the Iranian city of Meshhed, who were forcibly converted in
1839. They lived an underground life: outwardly, they conformed to Islamic ways, but inwardly they kept a Jewish
identity. They were known as "Jadid al-Islam," or "New of Islam.” Patai's work is the product of the oral accounts he
obtained. He supplements the book with tales of travelers who witnessed the servile and often degraded conditions of
these Jews only from the outside, knowing nothing of their incredible but secretive lives. No detail istoo small for
Patai; he even describes Jewish children's games. Thiswork is best suited for academic and public libraries with very
strong Jewish studies collections. Public libraries should consider afew basic introductions to the topic, such as
Bernard Lewiss Jews of Arab Landsin Modern Times (LJ 2/1/91).?Paul M. Kaplan, Lake VillaDist. Lib.,
[11.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorRaphael Patai (1911-1996) was a prominent
cultural anthropologist, historian, and biblical scholar of international reputation. He was the author of more than three
dozen books on Jewish and Arab culture, history, politics, psychology, and folklore.



