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William M. Kelso : Jamestown, tr before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Jamestown, tr:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great information. | bought a copy for myself and ...By Jeni EGreat
information. | bought a copy for myself and a friend who taught Virginia History, she had no idea she did not know
the real history that Kelso discovered. Not aquick or east read but full of the truth behind Jamestowne History. Every
American history teacher should read it.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Another Great Read for the
History Buffs of the Jamestown AreaBy CinnuintMy ancestors arrived at Jamestown around 1610 and our roots are
firmly planted here. Though they were not the "rich relatives' one would dream of that would pass down their wealth,
the people they rubbed elbows with, the history they made, the relics and heritage they left behind are priceless. Mr.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813927706

Kelso did awonderful job with his book and the pictures and illustrations are wonderful. This book itself isatrue
treasure! | have a great appreciation and immense gratitude towards Mr. Kelso and his archaeological team.O of 0
people found the following review helpful. Excellent.By mbm9000This book is more current than other books written
about thistopic. Excellent.

What was life really like for the band of adventurers who first set foot on the banks of the James River in 1607?
Important as the accomplishments of these men and women were, the written records pertaining to them are scarce,
ambiguous, and often conflicting, and those curious about the birthplace of the United States are left to turn to
dramatic and often highly fictionalized reports. In Jamestown, the Buried Truth, William Kelso takes us literally to the
soil where the Jamestown colony began, unearthing the James Fort and its contents to reveal fascinating evidence of
the lives and deaths of the first settlers, of their endeavors and struggles, and of their relationships with the Virginia
Indians. He offers up alively but fact-based account, framed around a narrative of the archaeological team's exciting
discoveries. Once thought to have been washed away by the James River, James Fort still retains much of its structure,
including palisade walls, bulwarks, interior buildings, awell, awarehouse, and severa pits, and more than 500,000
objects have been cataloged, half dating to the time of Queen Elizabeth and King James. Artifacts especialy reflective
of life at James Fort include an ivory compass, Cabasset helmets and breastplates, glass and copper beads and
ornaments, ceramics, tools, religious icons, a pewter flagon, and personal items. Dr. Kelso and his team of

archaeol ogists have discovered the lost burial of one of Jamestown's early leaders, presumed to be Captain
Bartholomew Gosnold, and the remains of several other early settlers, including a young man who died of a musket
ball wound. In addition, they've uncovered and analyzed the remains of the foundations of Jamestown's massive
capitol building. Refuting the now decades-old stereotype that attributed the high mortality rate of the Jamestown
settlers to their laziness and ineptitude, Jamestown, the Buried Truth produces a vivid picture of the settlement that is
far more complex, incorporating the most recent archaeology to give Jamestown its rightful place in history and thus
contributing to a broader understanding of the transatlantic world.

From Publishers Weeklyln what is certainly one of the more substantial of the many commemorative tomes that will
be published as Jamestown, Va., turns 400, Kelso, head archeologist at the Jamestown Rediscovery Project, describes
the process of unearthing America's oldest permanent English settlement and the new light his findings shed on it.
Like most archeologists, Kelso rejoices when he finds garbage heaps: Jamestown's trash pits hold evidence of glass
making, and recovered armor confirms the existence of amilitary barracks. Butchered skeletons of dogs and rats
testify that, during months of starvation, colonists ate whatever they could find. Kelso's team also excavated an
elaborate row house, a grander building than historians thought the earliest colonists had built. The most intriguing
chapter examines several grave sites. among the surprising skeletal discoveries are the remains of a young man who
apparently died of agunshot wound in hisleg. The shot suggests some heretofore unknown "political intrigue” in
Jamestown's earliest years. At times, Kelso could have gone further in sketching the day-to-day life his artifacts reveal.
Nonetheless, this slim book will join the ranks of James Deetz's In Small Things Forgotten and Ivor Noel Hume's
Martin's Hundred, archeological studies that find a broad readership among colonial American history buffs. 150 color
and bw illus. (Sept.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. The
unearthing of Jamestown istruly the autopsy of America, an amazing dissection and reconstruction of four-hundred-
year-old artifacts and human remains that reveal how the first settlers spent their days, how they lived and died, and
what they accomplished and suffered. Without chief archaeologist William Kelso's almost mystical vision that the
original site still existed and his persistence against all odds to unearth it, we would have little to rely on but legend to
tell us how modern America began. Jamestown: The Buried Truth is brilliantly written, a story and adventure unlike
any other that will forever change the way we think about what happened when John Smith and his brave followers
sailed to Virginiain 1607 and established the first permanent English settlement. (Patricia Cornwell) The exciting story
of amomentous archaeological project, told firsthand by the scholars who uncovered the real Jamestownthe original
fort from John Smiths day. Based on information derived from thousands of artifacts uncovered amid the graves and
foundations of Englands earliest permanent settlement in America, William M. Kelsos Jamestown, the Buried Truth
tells the world what his team foundand what it means. Their scholarship isimpeccable, their maps and illustrations are
magnificent, and their discoveries are amazing. (Jon Kukla, author of Mr. Jeffersons Women and A Wilderness So
Immense: The Louisiana Purchase and the Destiny of America)Anticipating the four hundredth anniversary of the
founding of Jamestown, Bill Kelso and APV A/Preservation Virginia began thirteen years ago the archaeological
exploration of the site of England's first permanent settlement in North America. What Kelso and his team have found
there since the first shovel was turned is nothing less than astounding. Evidence of everything that was built,
abandoned, and then lost during Jamestown's first decades survived, literally inches beneath commemorative statues of
John Smith and Pocahontas. It is clear that Kelso's discovery and excavation of James Fort is, by far, the most
important archaeological event in the long and distinguished history of archaeology in Virginiaand that its
contributions to historical understanding of Jamestown are significant for early Virginiaand for the history of the



Atlantic world. (Carter L. Hudgins, Hofer Distinguished Professor of Early American Culture, University of Mary
Washington)About the AuthorWilliam M. Kelso is Head Archaeologist of the Jamestown Rediscovery Project.



