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From Brand: University of Virginia Press : Jeffersonian Legacies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jeffersonian Legacies: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Collection of essaysBy Dave BakerWhen it comes to 
Jefferson, there is already a vast array of biography available. This wonderful volume brings insight from brilliant 
historians, who explain, interpret, and enrich the subjects of his life. It is an easy and most enjoyable read!12 of 15 
people found the following review helpful. A Stellar Collection of Jefferson articles.By A CustomerI'm in editor Peter 
Onuf's Jefferson class at the Univeristy of Virginia and this book is on the required reading list for the class. This book 
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is an outstanding collection of essays on Jefferson the man, the forces that motivated him, and the development of the 
American nation during his lifetime as affected by the man. The scholarship involved approaches the subject matter 
from many different perspectives giving a very diverse representation. If you want to learn a wide range of points of 
view on Jefferson's life, this is the ideal book.5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. ElegantBy Professor 
BobPeter is perhaps the most authorative living historian on Thomas Jefferson and, in the opinion of some, has been 
for several decades. We live in a world where most learned people love to quote Jefferson, usually without the least bit 
of genuine understanding of the real context of those quotes. I have lived sufficiently long to even see and hear Arab 
leaders quoting Jefferson. But, to quote Jefferson is one thing and to understand Jefferson is another. It is, as Mark 
Twain once remarked; "The difference between a lightning bug and a bolt of lightning!"

On the occasion of Thomas Jefferson's 250th birthday, a number of today's leading historicans take a fresh look at our 
third president, architect of democracy for his time and still for ours. Jeffersonian Legacies reconstructs the worlds 
Thomas Jefferson created for himself and envisioned for his countrymen.The authors consider Jefferson's career as a 
slave owner, his ambiguous and controversial testimony on the institution of slavery, and his significance for the civil 
rights movement and contemporary race relations. Jeffersonian Legacies provides the next generation of students, 
scholars, and citizens a better understanding not only of Jefferson in his own world but also his influence in the 
shaping of ours.

About the AuthorPeter S. Onuf, Professor of History at the University of Virginia, is the author of The Origins of the 
Federal Republic and other works on the history of Revolutionary America. 


