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Richard W. Fox : Jesusin America: Personal Savior, Cultural Hero, National Obsession before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jesusin America: Personal Savior, Cultural
Hero, National Obsession:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ?By GodsAmbassadorThe book as a popular theological resourceis
okay. A word of caution before purchasing because price is well over the market at some resellers.1 of 2 people found


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=006062874X

the following review helpful. Inclusive and indepth...JesusBy Mark L. MathiaDetailed, long lasting impressions are
what you are |eft with after reading and hopefully chewing over key issuesin this book. | love seeing Christ move
across our country in bold and vivid color. This book gave me an appreciation for the Catholic church and insight into
modern day Calvinism and more. Great read for the serious students of theology.However, this book tends to manifest
Christ in away that takes Him out of your heart and places Him into your head. That was kind of a bummer to me.
Good read but my money is on the bible.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Jesusin America ReviewBy
Really Rabid Readerl am still reading this book - there's a great deal of information to devour and digest. | do wish
there was a bit more about the LDS (Mormon) Church, which is prominent in several western states and growing
rapidly in the US and beyond. The other information is very interesting, and | am enjoying the book very much!

Where else but America do people ask: What Would Jesus Do? What Would Jesus DriveAVhat Would Jesus
Eat?'This book isfor believers and non-believers alike. It is not a book about whether one should believe in Jesus, but
about how Americans have believed in and portrayed him."from the IntroductionJesus in Americais a comprehensive
exploration of the vital role that the figure of Jesus has played throughout American history. Written by one of our
most distinguished historians, Richard Wightman Fox, this book provides a brilliant cultural history of Jesusin
Americafrom its origins to today, demonstrating how Jesus is the most influential symbolic figure in our
history.Benjamin Franklin understood Jesus as a wise man worthy of imitation. Thomas Jefferson regarded him as a
moral teacher. The assassination of Abraham Lincoln, which occurred on Good Friday, was popularly interpreted as
paraleling the crucifixion of Jesus. . . as one preacher put it, "Jesus Christ died for the world, Abraham Lincoln died
for his country." Elizabeth Cady Stanton appropriated Jesus message to champion women's rights. George W. Bush
named Jesus as his favorite political philosopherand several other GOP candidates followed suitduring the last
presidential race. Aswe have seen in recent presidential elections, the name of Jesus is often thrust into the center of
political debates, and many Americans regularly enlist Jesus, their ultimate arbiter of value, as the standard-bearer for
their views and causes.Fox shows how Jesus influenced such major turning points in American history as:Columbus's
voyage of discoveryThe arrival of the English puritans and Spanish missionariesThe American RevolutionThe
abolition of davery and the Civil WarL abor movementsSocial and cultural revolutions of the sixties and beyondThe
swelling tide of Christian voicesin the politics and entertainment of todayFox gives an expert, lively account of al the
ways that Jesus is portrayed and understood in American culture. Extensively illustrated with images representing the
multitude of American views of Jesus, Jesusin Americareveals how fully and deeply Jesusisingrained in the
American experience.

.com Historian Richard Wightman Fox casts a wide net over the role Jesus has played throughout American history.
No guestion about it: Fox is thorough, insightful and well researched--qualities readers have come to expect from this
established teacher and historian, now based at the University of Southern California. Starting with the early 1600s
and the Puritan missionaries determination to persuade Native Americans to convert to Christianity and moving on
through the early 21st century, in which he references the influence of the bestselling novel The DaVinci Code, Fox is
an informed and intelligent narrator. But as a storyteller, Fox frequently falters. It appears Fox was victim to an over-
researched and poorly contained project. His chapters are often vague in theme and tend to jump around in focus. This
is unfortunate, because Fox, who masterfully wrote Trials of Intimacy, does have the capacity to set a strong scene and
spin ariveting story. But this time his skills only shine in disjointed segments. His first-person narrative is especially
strong, such as describing when he was an intern for the U.S. Senate in 1965 and saw the smartly dressed Billy
Graham for the first time. Fox does have interesting information and viewpoints to add to the American interpretation
of Christ. In lieu of the hubbub over Mel Gibson's The Passion of the Christ, readers will particularly enjoy Fox's
analysis of the American movie industry's interpretations of Christ, especially his take on Jesus Christ Superstar.
Readers who are accustomed to theological discussions may find this a satisfying read, but the average reader looking
for amore focused history |esson may be better off with American Jesus. --Gail HudsonFrom Publishers WeeklyJesus
has been an astonishingly mutable figure in American culture, lauded by presidents from Thomas Jefferson to George
W. Bush, pressed into service by both abolitionists and slaveholders and marketed by Broadway producers and T-shirt
makers. USC professor Fox undertakes the daunting task of telling aroughly chronological story of how Jesus-or the
many versions of Jesush-as animated American life from the days of Cotton Mather to the days of Mel Gibson.
Precisely because of Jesus evergreen popularity, some readers may find Fox's book an inviting entree to the
personalities and controversies that have shaped Christianity in America. Fox's scholarship is dependable, and he does
afinejob of distilling the essence of figures ranging from Jonathan Edwards to Aimee Semple McPherson. But Fox's
net is so broadly cast that the book ends up contributing little to a story that has been exceedingly well told, and more
persuasively interpreted, by historians like Mark Noll (America's God). This book will undoubtedly be compared to,
and confused with, Stephen Prothero's American Jesus, but the text lacks Prothero's deftness with historical sources
and hisinterpretive boldness-thereis little here to challenge historians conventional wisdom or mainstream readers
assumptions. Nor does Fox, unlike Prothero, give much attention to non-Christian encounters with Jesus. But Fox still



does avery serviceable job of explaining why pollsters say Americans rank Jesus as the "thirteenth greatest American
of al time." Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. An elegant and
powerful history by one of the great scholars of American culture, deeply researched and deeply felt. (Robert Orsi,
Warren Professor of the History of Religion in America, Harvard University)Utilizing a unique angle of vision,
Richard Fox has presented a highly personal, highly competent portrait of American religion. (Edwin S. Gaustad, co-
author of A Religious History of America)Fox delivers agrand history of the multiple incarnations of Jesusin
American culture. (Leigh E. Schmidt, Professor of Religion, Princeton University)An exciting book... afresh history
that will likely be influential for yearsto come. Highly recommended. (Library Journa)An extrordinary blend of
historical sophistication, theological discrimination and spiritual understanding...rich and fluent in the complexities of
religious life. (New Republic)Entertaining, well-researched, and compelling ... Run out and buy this book.
(Commonweal)



