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would recommend this book to anyone interested in the extra-canonical sources for the historical Jesus and I gave it a 
3-star rating because though I thought it was very valuable and interesting, the author does present the evidence of the 
chronicler Thallos in such a way so that an uninformed reader might think that a mid-first century date for Thallos,and 
his knowledge of the Christian passion tradition,are quite probable. But attempts to extend Thallos' chronicle down to 
52 C.E. are completely conjectural,and a date of 92 is just as likely.But this Thallos is apparently the same Thallos 
referred to by the Christian writer Theophilus c.180,so that even Craig Evans,one of Van Voorst's secondary 
sources,acknowledges that certain dates for the Thallos' allusion to the crucifixion darkness range anywhere from 29 
C.E.to 221 C.E. For the assessment of Evans,who tends to exude the same atmosphere of plausibility regarding a mid-
first century date for Thallos,see "Studying The Historical Jesus",edited by Craig Evans and Bruce Chilton,p.454-5.For 
a more sober evaluation,see the revised Schurer:"History Of The Jewish People In The Age Of Jesus 
Christ",vol.3,p.543-4. Man Of Blood: On The Last Days At Jerusalem0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. ExcellentBy FabioHighly in-depth survey and very honest and straightforward. For believers in Jesus it is 
important for contesting the infamous opinions that He never existed. To the ones holding to such pitiful opinion, it is 
always time to change and this is the smoking gun.33 of 37 people found the following review helpful. ScholarlyBy 
Dr. James GardnerRobert van Voorst's book Jesus Outside the New Testament is one of the most scholarly looks at 
ancient evidence about the life of Jesus. He systematically probes every reference to Jesus from outside the New 
Testament, and then subjects them to a thorough analysis from every angle. Watching him at work is a true guide for 
any scholar.In the classical area, Van Voorst examines the traditional Pliny, Suetonius, Tacitus, and Celsus writings, 
but he also includes such lesser known authors such as Thallos, Serapion, and Lucian of Samosata. In the Jewish 
writings he covers just about every reference there is to Yeshu, ben Stada, Balaam, and "the certain one". It's a tour 
d'force.Curiously enough, while Van Voorst is unsurpassed in his presentation and interpretation of material, it's his 
conclusions that I find wanting. For example, he discusses all the reasons why the mention of Jesus in Josephus is 
regarded as a later addition, then concludes that he "present(s) an independent account of Jesus" (p. 103). His main 
reason for discarding all the contrary evidence is his disbelief that the later interpolators could describe Jesus in less 
than glowing terms. Hardly convincing for me. Similarly, he concludes that references to Balaam cannot be references 
to Jesus because Balaam was traditionally the "prototype of the deceitful prophet from outside Israel" (p. 116) and 
Jesus, after all, was a Jew. True, but to the people who wrote the Talmud, even in Tannaitic times, Jesus was accused 
of being deceitful and was then outside Israel. So the use of Balaam can be accepted as referring to Jesus.My 
disagreemeents with Van Voorst's conclusions notwithstanding, this is an excellent book and belongs on the shelf of 
any scholar. Much of the material is generally unavailable elsewhere, and Van Vorost scholarship is exceptional.

Did Jesus actually exist? Much has been written recently on this subject, including numerous books examining the 
New Testament record of Jesus' life. Now Robert Van Voorst presents and critiques the ancient evidence outside the 
New Testamentthe Roman, Jewish, pre-New Testament, and post-New Testament writings that mention Jesus. This 
fascinating study of the early Christian and non-Christian record includes fresh translations of all the relevant texts. 
Van Voorst shows how and to what extent these ancient writings can be used to help reconstruct the historical Jesus.

From Publishers WeeklyThis book's aim is promising: to evaluate the evidence we have, outside of the Christian 
scriptures themselves, for the life and teaching of Jesus of Nazareth. Van Voorst is a capable guide to this territory, 
which ranges from citations in Roman correspondence to the early Christian writings often called the "New Testament 
Apocrypha." His lucid and judicious account of the state of scholarship will be most helpful to seminary students and 
others beginning to engage this material. Unfortunately if inevitably, the different sources are treated unevenly, with 
the very well-known classical quotations from Tacitus, Pliny and the like receiving extensive treatment while the more 
lengthy--and debated--proto-gnostic texts receive scant attention. Van Voorst devotes a surprising amount of energy to 
refuting the idea that Jesus never existed. He also includes a long and inconclusive chapter about what we can learn 
from the assumed sources of the New Testament itself, which is more a tutorial in 20th-century scholarship than 
evidence from "outside" the New Testament. Seminary professors will want to consider assigning this book, but those 
looking for revelations about Jesus of Nazareth will be disappointed, since after much scholarly muckraking the author 
himself concludes that the New Testament is our best evidence after all. Better to turn to works like John Meier's A 
Marginal Jew for more fully considered and provocative accounts of the historical Jesus. (May) Copyright 2000 Reed 
Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalVan Voorst has written a comprehensive, rigorously focused survey of 
the evidence for the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as manifested by the written sources other than the New 
Testament. He has translated all relevant passages into contemporary English and presents the most important issues in 
their interpretation. After a brief survey of the history and principles of historical Jesus research, he takes up the 
evidence from Classical writers, Jewish writers, the "sources" of the gospels, and Christian writings after the New 
Testament. He finds that while some of the Classical and Jewish writings are not useful or reliable, others are 
surprisingly helpful albeit quite sketchy in details. The "sources" are controversial, while the writings subsequent to 
the New Testament are derived from the New Testament and therefore of no value as historical witnesses. Van Voorst 



(The Ascents of James) is an established, careful scholar who has adopted a critical but responsible middle-of-the-road 
stance. This very well-organized and -written book fills a comparative void left by the deluge of historical Jesus books. 
It will be valuable for those interested in the historical grounding of their faith.DEugene O. Bowser, Univ. of Northern 
Colorado, Greeley Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. Ben Witherington III "Scholars have tended to say 
that there is no significant evidence about the historical Jesus to be garnered from sources outside of the New 
Testament canon. This book shows that that assessment is by no means entirely correct. Here we finally have in one 
book all the essential extrabiblical data from the earliest period about Jesus. Anyone who cares about understanding 
Jesus within his historical context will find this well-written study to be an invaluable aid"John P. Meier "Jesus 
Outside the New Testamentgives a clear, concise, and orderly presentation of the major sources pagan, Jewish, and 
Christian for our knowledge of the historical Jesus. Readers will be especially grateful for the way in which Robert 
Van Voorst gathers together disparate texts that are otherwise difficult to find in one place. This is especially true of 
his treatment of the pagan authors. Both scholars and lay readers will find this work useful."Library Journal "Van 
Voorst has written a comprehensive, rigorously focused survey of the evidence for the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus as manifested by the written sources other than the New Testament. . . This very well-organized and -written 
book fills a comparative void left by the deluge of historical Jesus books. It will be valuable for those interested in the 
historical grounding of their faith."Marion L. Soards "This careful study is a lucid, concise, and insightful presentation, 
analysis, and guide to the ancient extra-New Testament materials related to Jesus. Robert Van Voorst provides a 
tremendous service for those studying the life of Jesus by collecting, translating, and commenting on these often-cited 
but seldom seen (or critically examined) early references to Jesus. All students and scholars interested in 'Jesus' will 
welcome this work."Paul J. Achtemeier "The material collected in this volume, along with the sober evaluations 
provided by the author, presents readers with a rather complete sampling of the noncanonical evidence about Jesus of 
Nazareth, from Greco-Roman, Jewish, and noncanonical Christian sources, both actual and hypothetical. Those 
interested in the contemporary quest for the historical Jesus have here much of the noncanonical evidence called upon 
by those who seek to present Jesus in radical as well as more traditional forms"Internationale Zeitschriftenschau fr 
Bibelwissenschaft und Grenzgebiete "This is a careful survey of all the relevant ancient materials on Jesus. A 
remarkable study, to be recommended for its references to a wide range of interpretive opinion."Choice "Van Voorst's 
style is both readable and objective, and he poses questions that more skeptical readers would raise, such as 'Are these 
texts reliable?' and 'Why is there not more ancient evidence for the historical Jesus?' In the process he supplies a 
wealth of notations for those interested in further study, making it an ideal primer for all levels of university students, 
as well as general readers." of Biblical Literature "For those who would like a trustworthy and readable introduction to 
early non-canonical sources related to Jesus, this book should be placed at the very top of the list. The balance, clarity, 
brevity, and scope of this book commend it as a textbook for courses at any level. While it may be of special interest to 
scholars and students, this book may be strongly recommended to anyone with an interest in the contemporary study 
of the historical Jesus."The Expository Times "In a well-researched, yet highly readable study, [Van Voorst] 
introduces the reader to all non-canonical references to Jesus. . . Van Voorst helpfully analyses each reference in turn, 
situating each within the context of the work as a whole, asking from where each author derived his information, and 
evaluated its historical significance. . . Overall, the book provides a useful introduction to a wide range of literature 
from the ancient world, a clear outline of the state of the question regarding sources behind the canonical gospels, and 
a particularly valuable discussion of the place of the Gospel of Thomas and certain Apocryphal texts in reconstructing 
the historical Jesus."Evangelical Quarterly "Van Voorst shows himself to be well abreast of recent scholarship in all 
parts of his book. . . He is a careful and cautious guide to the material about Jesus outside the Gospels, wisely 
concluding, as others have done before him, that we are thrown back upon the New Testament for solid information 
about him." 


