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Brant Pitre : Jesus the Bridegroom: The Greatest Love Story Ever Told  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jesus the Bridegroom: The Greatest Love Story Ever Told: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Presenting an Ever Clearer Picture of The Jewish Roots of 
ChristianityBy MarkEvery Christian should read this book. This book is an easy read and is hard to put down. You 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0770435459


will find the light being shed on subjects concerning the meaning of Jesus words and how they relate and are an 
integral part of Jewish history. Knowing how all the pieces of the puzzle fit together is but one of the main objectives 
of this book. Dr. Pitre is thorough as well as organized in his presentation of the subject matter especially of course, 
the bridegroom. And talk about references! Brant Pitre leaves hardly a stone unturned and I felt at times he gave us a 
little too much information, but it is all there and to think he is only scratching the surface. Yes, buy yourself a copy of 
this book. I could go on and on about it but why not just get a copy and find out for yourself. You won't be 
disappointed!4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent And Insightful Book On A Vital 
SubjectBy GerhardI have enjoyed listening to Dr. Pitre on "The Son Rise Morning Show" and generally find his 
comments and insights to be very good and helpful. This book is right in line with that. Dr. Pitre writes in a very 
understandable, easy to follow style. The reader will never "get lost". He begins by showing the rich Old Testament 
background and quite convincingly shows that the God of Israel pictures Himself as a Bridegroom who wishes to unite 
with His people in such a close/ intimate way that it can be rightly described as a marriage. He makes good use of the 
Old Testament prophetic usage of marriage and wedding imagery that refer to God as Bridegroom and Messiah. Using 
New Testament accounts from our Lord's life, Dr. Pitre demonstrates that Jesus shows Himself to be the Divine 
Bridegroom--and thus the long awaited Messiah, the God come in the flesh to forgive His sinful people and unite 
Himself to her in an everlasting covenant of love. By his presentation, Dr. Pitre clearly shows the continuity of Old 
and New Testaments and that Jesus, the Savior, is the content of both. This book can, in general, be used profitably by 
both Roman Catholic and non-Roman Catholic readers. It is also very helpful in bringing out what marriage really is 
and is not--a very vital topic today.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Glorious!By Karen Jo 
GreenawaltKarenI loved how Brant Pitre systematically goes through the scriptures and details the Bridegroom and 
Bride. His Jewish examples and the intricate understanding ancient of marriage rituals makes what was just a bland 
understanding of scripture into one of the most beautiful mysteries revealed. From the Garden of Eden to New 
Jerusalem, from wedding bath rituals to bringing the bride home, Pitre helps us see the grand design of God 
manifested in Jesus our Bridegroom and the greatest love story ever told.

In Jesus the Bridegroom, Brant Pitre once again taps into the wells of Jewish Scripture and tradition, and unlocks the 
secrets of what is arguably the most well-known symbol of the Christian faith: the cross of Christ. In this thrilling 
exploration, Pitre shows how the suffering and death of Jesus was far more than a tragic Roman execution. Instead, the 
Passion of Christ was the fulfillment of ancient Jewish prophecies of a wedding, when the God of the universe would 
wed himself to humankind in an everlasting nuptial covenant. To be sure, most Christians are familiar with the apostle 
Pauls teaching that Christ is the Bridegroom and the Church is the Bride. But what does this really mean? And what 
would ever possess Paul to compare the death of Christ to the love of a husband for his wife? If you would have been 
at the Crucifixion, with Jesus hanging there dying, is that how you would have described it? How could a first-century 
Jew like Paul, who knew how brutal Roman crucifixions were, have ever compared the execution of Jesus to a 
wedding? And why does he refer to this as the great mystery (Ephesians 5:32)? As Pitre shows, the key to unlocking 
this mystery can be found by going back to Jewish Scripture and tradition and seeing the entire history of salvation, 
from Mount Sinai to Mount Calvary, as a divine love story between Creator and creature, between God and Israel, 
between Christ and his bridea story that comes to its climax on the wood of a Roman cross.In the pages of Jesus the 
Bridegroom, dozens of familiar passages in the Biblethe Exodus, the Song of Songs, the Wedding at Cana, the Woman 
at the Well, the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and even the Second Coming at the End of Timeare suddenly 
transformed before our eyes. Indeed, when seen in the light of Jewish Scripture and tradition, the life of Christ is 
nothing less than the greatest love story ever told.

"This book will change you. It is an invitation to the Messiah's wedding feast--and a foretaste of heaven. It will change 
the way you experience the sacraments, personal prayer, Scripture study, and marriage. Most of all, it will deepen your 
love for Christ." -Scott Hahn, author of The Lamb's Supper and Signs of Life."Brant Pitre has a wonderful gift for 
blending insight, scholarship, and an elegant, appealing style. The result is an extraordinary encounter with Jesus 
Christ, the meaning of his mission, and the spousal nature of God's love for humanity and Christ's love for the 
Church." -Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Capp., Archbishop of Philadelphia"Brant Pitre helps us to know Jesus not just as 
a Savior and lord, but as our divine bridegroom. This excellent book show how the theme of Christ the bridegroom is 
at the very heart of salvation history and how it can transform the way we view baptism, the Eucharist, marriage, and 
our own relationship with Christ. The profound Biblical insights and clear, engaging writing style will take you deeper 
into the divine love story found in Sacred Scripture." -Edward Sri, author of Walking with MaryWith his customary 
combination of deep erudition and clarity of expression, Brant Pitre sheds light on a central theme of the New 
Testament: Jesus as the incarnation of the God who wants to marry his people. In the course of elaborating this motif, 
Pitre offers wonderfully fresh readings of the Wedding Feast of Cana, the Woman at the Well, the Last Supper, and 
the Crucifixion. His interpretation of the Passion as the consummation of the spousal relationship between Jesus and 
his people is simply stunning. This is a book that will appeal to both the scholar and the ordinary believer, indeed to 



anyone interested in understanding Jesus Christ more profoundly. -Father Robert Barron, founder of Word on Fireand 
author of CatholicismAbout the AuthorBRANT PITRE is a professor of sacred Scripture at Notre Dame Seminary in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. He is the author of the bestselling book Jesus and the Jewish Roots of the Eucharist: 
Unlocking the Secrets of the Last Supper (2011). Dr. Pitre is an extremely enthusiastic and highly sought-after speaker 
who lectures regularly across the United States. He has produced dozens of Bible studies on both CD and DVD, in 
which he explores the biblical roots of the Catholic faith. He has also appeared on a number of Catholic radio and 
television shows, such as Catholic Answers Live and EWTN. He currently lives in Louisiana with his wife, Elizabeth, 
and their five young children.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. Introduction What do you see 
when you look at a crucifix? Different people see different things. Do you see the brutal execution of an ancient 
Jewish man at the hands of the Roman authorities? Or the unjust punishment of a great teacher, who was tragically 
misunderstood by the leaders of his day? Do you see the martyrdom of the Jewish Messiah, who was killed for 
claiming to be the king of the Jews? Or the sacrifice of the divine Son of God, who willingly took upon himself the 
sins of the world? In the first century A.D., the apostle Paul a former disciple of the Jewish rabbi Gamaliel saw all of 
these things. But he also saw something more in the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. Paul saw the love of a 
bridegroom for his bride. In one of the most famous (and controversial) passages he ever penned, the apostle describes 
the passion and death of Jesus in terms of the love of a husband for his wife. Speaking to husbands and wives in the 
church at Ephesus, Paul writes these words: Wives, submit to your husbands, as to the Lord. For the hus- band is the 
head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church his body, and is himself its Savior. As the church submits to Christ, 
so let wives also submit in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he 
might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. . . . For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one. This is a great mystery, and I mean in reference to Christ and the church. (Ephesians 5:2127, 32) 
Now, I realize that many readers may be thinking: Wives do what?! Why does Paul tell wives to submit to their 
husbands? And why do husbands apparently get off so easy, with the simple command to love their wives? Is Paul 
some kind of apostolic chauvinist? What in the world does he mean when he says such things? I promise to get to that 
later on in the book. Before we can, however, we first need to focus our attention on what lies be- hind these 
controversial words: Pauls description of Christ as a bridegroom, the Church as his bride, and the crucifixion of Jesus 
as the kind of ancient Jewish wedding day on which he loved her and gave himself for her. Indeed, as we will see later 
on, when Paul refers to the Church being washed and presented to Christ, he is describing the ancient Jewish bridal 
bath and wedding ceremony. From Pauls point of view, the torture and crucifixion of Jesus on Calvary was nothing 
less than an expres- sion of spousal love. What are we to make of this mysterious analogy? To be sure, most Christians 
are familiar with the idea that Christ is the Bridegroom and the the Church is the Bride. But what does this really 
mean? And what would ever possess Paul to think of such a comparison? If you had been there at the foot of the 
bloody cross, with Jesus hanging there dying, is that how you would have described what was happening? How could 
a first- century Jew like Paul, who knew how horribly brutal Roman crucifixions were, have ever compared the 
execution of Jesus to the marriage between a bridegroom and his bride? Is this just an elegant metaphor? If so, why 
then does Paul refer to it as a great mystery (Greek mysterion mega) (Ephesians 5:32)? As I hope to show in this book, 
it is precisely because Paul was Jewish that he saw the passion of Christ in this way. It is precisely because Paul knew 
Jewish Scripture and tradition that he was able to see the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth as more than just a Roman 
execution, an unjust martyrdom, or even the sacrifice of the Son of God. Because of his Jewish background, Paul saw 
the passion and death of Christ as the fulfillment of the God of Israels eternal plan to wed himself to humankind in an 
everlast- ing marital covenant. As we will see in this book, from an ancient Jewish perspective, in its deepest mystery, 
all of salvation history is in fact a divine love story between Creator and creature, between God and Israel, a story that 
comes to its climax on the bloody wood of a Roman cross. In order for us to see all of this, however, we will have to 
go back in time to the first century A.D. and take off our modern eyeglasses and try to see both the love of God and 
the pas- sion of Jesus the way the apostle Paul and other ancient Chris- tians saw them through ancient Jewish eyes. In 
other words, we will have to go back and reread the accounts of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus in light of 
ancient Jewish Scripture and tradition. When we do this, we will discover that Paul is not the only person who talked 
this way. In the early stages of Jesus ministry, John the Baptist another first-century Jew refers to Jesus as the 
Bridegroom (John 3:29), even though Jesus has no wife. Later on, in one of his most mysterious parables, Jesus refers 
to himself as the bridegroom, and calls his disciples the sons of the bridechamber (Mark 2:1819). Moreover, the very 
first mir- acle Jesus performs takes place at a Jewish wedding, when he acts like a bridegroom by miraculously 
providing wine for the wedding party (John 2:111). Most striking of all, the last days of Jesus life the Last Supper, the 
passion, and his crucifixion and death when examined through the lens of ancient Jew- ish Scripture and tradition, look 
mysteriously similar to certain aspects of an ancient Jewish wedding. According to the book of Revelation (written by 
yet another Jewish Christian), the world itself ends with a wedding: the eternal marriage supper of the Lamb and the 
unveiling of the new Jerusalem as the Bride of Christ (Revelation 19, 21). In other words, when seen through ancient 



Jewish eyes, Jesus of Nazareth was more than just a teacher, or a prophet, or even the Messiah; he was the bridegroom 
God of Israel come in the flesh. As the Bridegroom Messiah, his mission was not just to teach the truth, or proclaim 
the kingdom, but to forgive the sinful bride of God and unite himself to her in an everlasting covenant of love. In the 
words of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The Son of God, by becoming incarnate and giving his life, has united 
to himself in a certain way all mankind saved by him. . . . The entire Christian life bears the mark of the spousal love 
of Christ and the Church. (CCC 1612, 1617) So, if youve ever found yourself puzzled by the words of the apostle 
Paul, or if youve ever wondered exactly what it means to say that Christ is the Bridegroom and the Church is his bride, 
or if youve just wanted to understand better who Jesus was and why he was crucified, then I invite you to come along 
on this journey of discovery. As we will see, by looking at the love of God and the passion of Christ through the lens 
of the Bridegroom Messiah, we can transform not only the way we see Jesus and his death, but also how we 
understand baptism, the Lords Supper, marriage, virgin- ity, and even the end of the world. While many a man 
through- out history has jokingly described his wedding day as his funeral, Jesus of Nazareth is the only man who ever 
solemnly described his funeral as his wedding day. This book explains why, and what it means for who he was, why 
he lived, and why he died on the cross. Before we can begin to see Jesus differently, however, we first have to go back 
to the beginning of the love story, and try to see God differently, through ancient Jewish eyes. 


