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Ken Blady : Jewish Communities in Exotic Places  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Jewish Communities in Exotic Places: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very orientalist point of view, some of his sources ...By ValerieVery 
orientalist point of view, some of his sources such as Essad Bey are known to be factually false. Coming from one of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0765761122


these "exotic" cultures, reading about my community was laughable and anger inducing because some of his claims 
are just not true. If you get this book, take everything with several grains of salt.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Covers a rarely discussed part of Jewish history.By arlene alpertCovers a rarely discussed part of 
Jewish history.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. needs a dna update!By MarkI really enjoyed reading 
this book. However, with the discovery of the Cohen Modal Haplotype and similar "Jewish Genes", this could become 
an investigator's dream!This would create a whole new dimension to speculation about how communities are related, 
and to what extent the indigenous population of their communities intermarried.

Jewish Communities in Exotic Places examines seventeen Jewish groups that are referred to in Hebrew as edot ha-
mizrach, Eastern or Oriental Jewish communities. These groups, situated in remote places on the Asian and African 
Jewish geographical periphery, became isolated from the major centers of Jewish civilization over the centuries and 
embraced some interesting practices and aspects of the dominant cultures in which they were situated.

From Library JournalBlady (The Jewish Boxer's Hall of Fame) presents the histories, economies, and religious life of 
17 Jewish communities in the Middle East, Asia, and Africa. After describing the community's arrival in its host 
country, he focuses on the relationship between Jewish life and the country's culture. In particular, he considers which 
rituals were maintained and which customs adopted, showing that some communities had to balance their own culture 
with the need to adapt. The foreword, preface, and introduction thoughtfully discuss what ties Jewish communities 
together. This useful, informative introduction to Jewish life outside of Europe and North America will appeal to 
readers interested in Jewish history and sociology. (Illustrations not seen.)--Naomi E. Hafter, Broward Cty. P.L., Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. Most educated readers, including even those who are 
interested in Jewish history, usually know only about the two major branches of Judaism: the Ashkenazic Jews in the 
West and the Sephardic Jews in the East. Very few, if any, are familiar with the history of less known, geographically 
remote Jewish communities such as the Jews of Afghanistan, the Atlas Mountains, China, Ethiopia, India, Kurdistan, 
and Yemen, which is not only quite fascinating by itself, but it also shows us the amazing and colorful diversity of the 
Jewish people, contrasting the stereotypic and monolithic image of the Jews in the West. In recent decades much 
research has been done on these communities by scholars in Israel and elsewhere. However, this research is usually 
published in esoteric scholarly periodicals, often in Hebrew, and very little of it reaches the general educated English 
reader. Ken Blady has very wisely and judiciously collected much of this material from numerous not easily accessible 
sources, thoroughly digested it, and offers it to the general educated reader in one volume. Even though the book is 
aimed at the non-scholarly reader, Mr. Blady provides many notes and an impressive list of references that can serve 
students and scholars as well. Ken Blady deserves o (Yona Sabar, UCLA)Most educated readers, including even those 
who are interested in Jewish history, usually know only about the two major branches of Judaism: the Ashkenazic 
Jews in the West and the Sephardic Jews in the East. Very few, if any, are familiar with the history of less known, 
geographically remote Jewish communities such as the Jews of Afghanistan, the Atlas Mountains, China, Ethiopia, 
India, Kurdistan, and Yemen, which is not only quite fascinating by itself, but it also shows us the amazing and 
colorful diversity of the Jewish people, contrasting the stereotypic and monolithic image of the Jews in the West.In 
recent decades much research has been done on these communities by scholars in Israel and elsewhere. However, this 
research is usually published in esoteric scholarly periodicals, often in Hebrew, and very little of it reaches the general 
educated English reader. Ken Blady has very wisely and judiciously collected much of this material from numerous 
not easily accessible sources, thoroughly digested it, and offers it to the general educated reader in one volume. Even 
though the book is aimed at the non-scholarly reader, Mr. Blady provides many notes and an impressive list of 
references that can serve students and scholars as well. Ken Blady deserves our gratitude for making the history of 
little known Jewish communities more familiar. (Yona Sabar, UCLA)About the AuthorKen Blady, Jewish educator, 
writer, and Yiddish translator was born in Paris, France, and grew up in Chassidic Brooklyn, where he attended 
yeshiva and rabbinical seminary. A San Francisco Bay Area resident since 1972, Ken has a B.A. in History from the 
University of California at Berkeley, and an M.A. in Clinical Counseling from California State University, Hayward. 
He is the author of The Jewish Boxers' Hall of Fame and translator of The Journeys of David Toback. Ken is a popular 
lecturer on a variety of Jewish themes at colleges, synagogues, elder hostels, and adult educational institutions. He has 
been featured on local cable TV and on radio talk shows including "The Voice of Israel." 


