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2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great!By RETFOSSOne of the best personal history accounts I have 
ever read.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating introduction to the German Jewish 
experience.By JDGDr. Richarz provides the reader with an opportunity to understand the German Jewish experience 
from the subject's vantage point and in their own (translated)words. Her anthology demonstrates the many facets of 
German Jewish experience from the eighteenth century until the Holocaust. The contributors speak of their own and 
their families' degree of religious observance, the psychological and economic effects of state-sponsored 
discrimination, as well as the geopolitical maneuvering that Jews in Europe, and in particular German Jews, had to do 
in order to preserve their too often despised communities. This book is a must read for persons interested in any aspect 
of modern German Jewish social history.

It is the best group portrait of German Jewry that we have." Washington Post Book World... weaves a fascinating 
social tapestry of German Jewry from 1780 to 1945.... Richarz's introduction furnishes a probing analytic overview of 
German Jewish social history." Library JournalRicharzs Jewish Life in Germany represents a major contribution to 
filling the void between broad generalization and actual human experience."Contemporary Jewry... a most remarkable 
collection of documents... extremely well selected, very full... immensely useful to anyone wanting to study modern 
Jewish history, modern German history, or for that matter modern history as such." Peter GayThe social history of 
German Jewry from 1780 through 1945 comes to life in this unique collection of autobiographical documents by 
ordinary individuals from all social strata, from city and country, and from various professions and political and 
religious groups.

From Library JournalAn abridgement of editor Richarz's original three-volume German edition, this collection of 51 
memoirs, diaries, and family chronicles of German Jews weaves a fascinating social tapestry of German Jewry from 
1780 to 1945. The editor, Director of Germania Judaica at the Cologne Library for the History of Jews in Central 
Europe, selected broadly representative Jewish voices--males and females, traditionalists and reformers, urbanites and 
villagers, middle class and underclass--who reveal much about the inner dynamics of German Jewish life during the 
various historical periods, as well as about Jews' relations to the external environment. Richarz's introduction furnishes 
a probing analytic overview of German Jewish social history, highlighting the demographic, social, economic, and 
cultural patterns of German Jews who gradually entered German society only to be summarily expelled from it in the 
Nazi era. Highly recommended for scholars and serious students of German Jewish history.- Benny Kraut, Univ. of 
CincinnatiCopyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. "It is the best group portrait of German Jewry that we 
have." Washington Post Book World " ... weaves a fascinating social tapestry of German Jewry from 1780 to 1945... 
Richarz's introduction furnishes a probing analytic overview of German Jewish social history." Library Journal 
"Richarz's Jewish Life in Germany represents a major contribution to filling the void between broad generalization and 
actual human experience." Contemporary Jewry " ... a most remarkable collection of documents ... extremely well 
selected, very full ... immensely useful to anyone wanting to study modern Jewish history, modern German history, or 
for that matter modern history as such." Peter GayLanguage NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: 
German 


