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Ismar Elbogen : Jewish Liturgy: A Comprehensive History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Jewish Liturgy: A Comprehensive History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy C. RosenholtzThank you...very dense, yet priceless 
information0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Haven't read other books on history of practices, after 
...By MonteHaven't read other books on history of practices, after this don't really see the need to. Crazy the work that 
went into this.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The BestBy GashreamerThe best,deepest and most 
thorough and for all intents and purposes, the only.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0827604459


A joint publication of The Jewish Publication Society and the Jewish Theological Seminary The definitive work on the 
subject of Jewish liturgy, Ismar Elbogens analysis covers the entire range of Jewish liturgical developmentbeginning 
with the early cornerstones of the siddur, through the evolution of the medieval piyyut tradition, to modern prayer 
book reform in Germany and the United States.

From Library JournalThis first English translation of a monumental and classical study of Jewish liturgy was drafted 
from the Hebrew edition (1972) but compared with the 1931 German edition and revised to reflect Scheindlin's 
understanding of Elbogen's intentions. Although scholarship has advanced since Elbogen wrote, much of the book is 
still relevant. It provides the best detailed description of each service of the Jewish liturgy, including daily, sabbath, 
and festival forms, while explaining Torah reading, sermon, and poetic additions. An important addition to most 
libraries.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.Language NotesText: English (translation) Original 
Language: GermanFrom the Back CoverThe Jewish prayer book, the siddur, is the longest continuous record of the 
history, philosophy, literature, and ethos of the Jewish people. It has been read and reread in every generation, in every 
Jewish community. Now, for the first time, Ismar Elbogen's Jewish Liturgy: A Comprehensive History, the most 
complete scholarly study of Jewish liturgy in existence today, is available to the English-speaking community. 
Originally published in German, the work was reissued in an updated Hebrew version in 1972. It has now been 
masterfully translated from the German and the Hebrew by Raymond P. Scheindlin. Elbogen's analysis covers the 
entire range of Jewish liturgical development - beginning with the early cornerstones of the siddur, such as the 
Amidah, the Shema, and Ashrei, through the evolution of the medieval piyyut tradition, to modern prayerbook reform 
in Germany and the United States. The book traces the origins of present-day prayers, noting the many variants that 
arose within historical periods and different geographic communities. Elbogen includes generous citations from 
primary sources such as rabbinic texts, comparative historical documents, medieval commentators, and modern 
scholarship. The work is complemented by a study of the history of the synagogue as an institution; its functionaries, 
architecture, and music. Also included are full bibliographies and several useful indexes, among them an index of 
prayers in Hebrew and English. Elbogen's studies will prove invaluable to Jewish scholars because of the presentation 
of primary sources and variants, to interested laypersons because of his comprehensive overview and systematic 
format, and to Christian scholars because of hisattention to parallel developments in Christian liturgy. Eighty years 
after its first appearance, Elbogen's magisterial work remains the most thorough academic study of the Jewish liturgy 
ever written. It is a monument to the historical and philological approach that characterized Jewish studies - and 
humanistic studies generally - in the second half of the nineteenth century. 


