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The Age of Reform, 1250-1550: An Intellectual and Religious History of Late Medieval and Reformation Europe:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Made for TVBy Matt WippermanThe cover of this book really
doesn't do it justice. Thisis history, but not adry recitation of facts. Thisis engaging, and put together in away that
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seems more focused on the cause/effect interplay of many forces, rather than strict chronological telling, or another
seemingly more logical ordering. Even though the way the information is presented doesn't always seem unbiased and
logically ordered, it is the very perspective of history influencing history (which is subjective) that is so engaging. This
isreally the first time | have ever read a"history" book and been genuinely interested in it, to the point | want to know
more about the characters and events.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the finest primers on
the intellectual development on reform of the ...By Gary M HallOne of the finest primers on the intellectual
development on reform of the church in the high middle to late medieval period. Ozment's scholarship isworld
renowned and he deliversin exceptional style. One will not become slouched and bored with his endeavor. Thisisa
must read for any serious student of the medieval reform movement, Protestant reformation, or late medieval
studies.14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Profound, insightful, accessible, and interesting! By
QSteven Ozment's writing stands head and shoulders above that of most historians. He makes the difficult and thorny
religious issues of this period accessible and interesting. At the same time, he goesin depth and never oversimplifies
the complicated issues at stake in this period. Even scholars very familiar with this period will learn from this book.
Most histories of the Reformation skim over lightly the medieval background. A great strength of this book isthein-
depth treatment of the late medieval religious and intellectual period. Ozment givesinsightful treatments of Thomism,
late-medieval nominalism, mysticism, Renaissance humanism, anti-clericalism, and how all these contributed to the
Protestant Reformation and modernity. Although he focuses on intellectual and religious history, he also discusses the
political and social history since religion, politics, and culture cannot be separated in this period. Another notable
feature of Ozment's treatment is that he recognizes and discusses the interpretive controversies of Reformation and
Renaissance historians. He gives very fair summaries of the positions of the leading scholars, including their strengths
and weaknesses; these summaries are very handy for graduate or undergraduate students who need to write an essay
on this period. | give this book my highest recommendation. For anyone interested in Christianity and itsrolein the
development of modernity, this book is essential!

Ozments masterly synthesis of the intellectual and religious history of the period 1250-1550 clarifies the impact of late
medieval ideas on early modern society. Its appeal derives from its breadth of scholarship and clarity of style. Ozment
reviews the current state of research on late medieval intellectual history, explicates the basic ideas of the scholastic,
spiritual, and ecclesio-political traditions, and analyzes the impact of these on Protestant reformers.Choice It is not
only aclear and coherent substantive history; it is aso an extremely fair-minded discussion of the interpretations and
issues involved.Gordon Leff, The Times Literary Supplement As one would expect of Steven Ozment, he has
produced a masterful study. . . an intellectual and religious history of late medieval and Reformation
Europe.Christianity Today A high level survey of current work on religious thought and practice from the thirteenth to
the sixteenth century. For Ozment, the period involved was neither the waning of the Middle Ages nor wasiit the
dawning of anew era. Rather, it was a period in which the people of Europe at al levels underwent a series of
intellectual and spiritual crises culminating in the Protestant Reformation. . . . A stimulating, readable survey of late
medieval Reformation religious thought that will be of interest to both teachers and students.James Muldoon, History

"It isnot only aclear and coherent substantive history; it is aso an extremely fair-minded discussion of the
interpretations and issues involved."Gordon Leff, The Times Literary Supplement



