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Douglas A. Sweeney : The American Evangelical Story: A History of the Movement before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The American Evangelical Story: A History of the
Movement:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My Go-To for American Evangelical HistoryBy Mike F.This book


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080102658X

was everything I'd wanted in an account of American evangelicalism. Comprehensive, yet concise. Opinionated, yet
balanced. Critical, yet gracious. This was a captivating read, giving time and space to the theological intricacies
underlying historical developments without ever getting off-track of the historical narrative. | especially enjoyed
Sweeney's commitment to devel op some of the less-acknowledged facets and corners of evangelicalism (namely the
roles of women, minorities, and the Pentecostal-Charismatic movement).My only gripe with the book was that it didn't
cover some of my personal interest areas (which were understandably outside Sweeney's scope, but could easily have
been included), particularly the interaction and role of Canadian evangelicalism alongside American evangelicalism,
aswell as more recent developments in the evangelical landscape (the book does not venture much beyond Billy
Graham, except to mention devel opments like the founding of the Vineyard movement).24 of 24 people found the
following review helpful. Very Well Written!By Dr. Marc Axelrodl was very impressed with this book. Some of the
other evangelical histories |'ve read (namely the ones by Mark Noll) have been very detailed, but not always
interesting to read. Now, from the keyboard of Douglas Sweeney, we have atight history of the evangelical movement
that reads like anovel. He traces the origins of evangelicalism to the first Great Awakening in the 1730s. We learn of
how Christians from different denominations banded together to support the reviva preaching of men like George
Whitefield, John Wesley and Jonathan Edwards.We also read about the more Arminian leanings of the 2nd Great
Awakening in America, which spanned much of the 19th century and featured the thunderous preaching of Charles
Finney and Francis Asbury.The role of female preachers in evangelicalism is discussed, namely Phoebe Palmer, and
Aimee Semple Macpherson, who eventually founded the Foursguare Gospel Church.l aso appreciated the discussion
of black evangelicals and mourned with the author over the sad history of segregation and apathy between whites and
blacks in the evangelical movement.There is al'so a chapter about the holiness and pentecostal movements, and the
fissure that devel oped between neo-evangelicals and fudamentalists. Sweeny concludes with an epilogue about the
uncertain future of the American Evangelical movement, including a brief glance at the major division with Southern
Baptist circles.Thisis the best book | have come across on the American Evangelical movement and | heartily
recommend it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. certainly a survey of American EvangelicalismBYy
Clayton SandersonSweeney presents here avery accessible survey on American Evangelicalism. | read the book in a
day, soitisnot overly scholarly. A few points...1. Sweeney's definition is certainly unique. A movement based in
orthodox Christianity, with a Protestant view of the Gospel, with an 18th century twist. It is clear or see how he comes
to thiswhen you read his conclusion. He sees very little uniting "evangelicals' and has a sort of morbid hope for its
future. He maintains that there is no room for confessionalism in evangelicalism.2. | greatly enjoyed his recounting of
the history of the movement shaping the church, culture, missions, and so much morein America. Thisiswhy | say it
iscertainly asurvey. It briefly describes the key contributors and events in the movement, but does not delve deeply
into them. It makes me want to learn more...3. This brings me to one of the great strengths of the book. Every chapter
ends with areading list. Very useful.4. He does very little except in the 7th chapter to address evangelical core issues
such as biblical inerrancy and the like. | was hoping for more thought on this.As afundamental, Calvinist, Baptist (self
defined), | can see where | clearly line up with the evangelical movement. This book helps me to see the beginning
and root of many thingsthat | believe. As| was hoping for slightly more theological discourse, | was slightly
disappointed. But Sweeney is candid about the movement's triumphs and shortcomings. It isworth the read if you are
evangelical or are curious as to its roots and contributions to American church and society.

The American Evangelical Story surveys the role American evangelicalism has had in the shaping of global
evangelical history.Author Douglas Sweeney begins with abrief outline of the key features that define evangelicals
and then explores the roots of the movement in English Pietism and the Great Awakening of the eighteenth century.
He goes on to consider the importance of missionsin the development of evangelicalism and the continuing emphasis
placed on evangelism. Sweeney next examines the different subgroups of American evangelicals and the current
challenges faced by the movement, concluding with reflections on the future of evangelicalism.Combining a narrative
style with historical detail and insight, this accessible, illustrated book will appeal to readersinterested in the history of
the movement, as well as students of church history.

From BooklistModern evangelicalism, the biggest thing in Protestantism since the Reformation, has influenced all
Protestant denominations--indeed, it has generated most of them. Sweeney depictsit as a child of English Puritanism
and German Pietism, born in the Great Awakening, which, inspired by the ideas of Massachusetts Jonathan Edwards
(1703-58), first broke out in John Wesley's England. Almost immediately, England dispatched the great George
Whitefield (1714-70) to ensure that North America awoke, too. From then to the present, Sweeney traces
evangelicalism's American lineage, proceeding chronologically. He treats each successive principa development:
institution building, missionary endeavors, dealing with the infamous U.S. color line, the impacts of the late-
nineteenth-century holiness and Pentecostal movements, and the twentieth-century emergence of fundamentalism and
neoevangelicalism (it may surprise some to learn that evangelicalism and fundamentalism aren't synonymous).
Definitions are made, distinctions drawn, and major figures sketched--all in nimble, unmannered, jargon-free prose



that makes this the ideal book to read after, before, or in tandem with Wendy Murray Zoba's Beliefnet Guide to
Evangelical Christianity (2005). Ray OlsonCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the
AuthorDouglas A. Sweeney (Ph.D., Vanderbilt University) is associate professor of church history and the history of

Christian thought and director of the Carl F. H. Henry Center for Theological Understanding at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School.



