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Associate Professor of Political Science Sidney M Milkis : The American Presidency: Origins and Development, 
1776-2014  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
American Presidency: Origins and Development, 1776-2014: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book! Very scholarly and very readableBy Jacqueline M 
ScharerExcellent book! Very scholarly and very readable. I ordered the book for a class I'm taking - I'm reading it now 
for the class but I plan on reading it again just because it's so interesting well written!2 of 2 people found the following 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1483318699


review helpful. I found it easy to read and to followBy John FaginYes it met all my expectations and then some! It is a 
very comprehensive treatment of the presidency. I found it easy to read and to follow. The author demonstrated his 
expertise on the subject with complete coverage of every topic.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Daisymomgreat read

Authors Sidney Milkis and Michael Nelson look at each presidency broadly, focusing on how individual presidents 
have sought to navigate the complex and ever-changing terrain of the executive office and revealing the major 
developments that launched a modern presidency at the dawn of the twentieth century. By connecting presidential 
conduct to the defining eras of American history and the larger context of politics and government in the United 
States, this award-winning book offers perspective and insight on the limitations and possibilities of presidential 
power. In this Seventh Edition, marking the 25th anniversary of The American Presidency's publication, the authors 
add new scholarship to every chapter, re-examine the end of George W. Bush's tenure, assess President Obama's first 
term in office, and explore Obama's second term.

"I would not use anything else. Milkis and Nelson provide historical examples and interpretation of the important 
events in the history of the presidency and of how the presidency as an institution has changed over time. I don't think 
the book has any weaknesses. The writing is top notch. I've had only positive comments from students about the 
book." -- Kenneth Stevens "The Milkis and Nelson text is an excellent example of how to ground Political Science 
within an historical setting and create a narrative of institutional development. It strikes a good balance between the 
presidency as an institution occupied by a strong singular personality and the presidency as the executive power of an 
entire country, growing larger as the country does as well. The chapters, while focusing on the iconic presidents, also 
do an effective job of framing presidential challenges within themes, such as war powers, hurdles in dealing with the 
bureaucracy, fighting for (or losing) authority within the political system, etc. The choice to begin with creating the 
constitutional president and then working through a chronological succession is beneficial for students to grasp how 
the institution has changed over time and just as importantly, why it has." -- Timothy Lindberg "Milkis and Nelson's 
The American Presidency: Origins and Development, 1776-2014 is an outstanding introduction to the U.S. presidency. 
It is informative and crisply written. Students like it and it I find it very easy to teach from. It provides students the 
information they need on the history and development of the U.S. presidency in a format that is accessible without 
sacrificing intellectual rigor." -- David E. Lewis "Weaving insightful treatments of major transformations of the 
presidency into a lively narrative that encompasses every chief executive, Milkis and Nelson have written an essential 
history of the office. Still going strong after a quarter of a century, The American Presidency has been a favorite text 
for generations of my students." -- Bruce MiroffAbout the AuthorSidney M. Milkis is the James Hart Professor of 
Politics and senior scholar at the Miller Center of Public Affairs at the University of Virginia. His books include The 
President and the Parties (1993), The Politics of Regulatory Change, 2d edition (1996), Political Parties and 
Constitutional Government (1999), Presidential Greatness (2000), and The New Deal and the Triumph of Liberalism 
(2002). His articles have appeared in Political Science Quarterly, Studies in American Political Development, The 
Journal of Policy History, and several edited volumes. Michael Nelson is Fulmer Professor of Political Science at 
Rhodes College. He is also a senior fellow of the Miller Center of Public Affairs at the University of Virginia and 
senior contributing editor and book editor of the Cook Political Report. His recent books include Resilient America: 
Electing Nixon in 1968, Channeling Dissent, and Dividing Government (2014), which won the Richard e. Neustadt 
Award for Best Book on the American Presidency and How the South Joined the Gambling Nation: The Politics of 
State Policy Innovation (with John Mason; 2008), which won the V. O. Key Award for outstanding book on southern 
politics. More than fifty of his articles have been reprinted in anthologies of political science, history, music, sports, 
and English composition. 


