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11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. | thought this book was a current day reminder of ...By Gregory S.
Zyzanskil thought this book was a current day reminder of how power can and often does usurp the true intentions of
Democracy. That throughout history, military leaders and those of the highest socia status often overtake people
powered governments. It is a history lesson about our forefathers and their attempt to preserve government of, by and
for the people as the military leader Alexander Hamilton attempted to turn our Democracy into a monarchy. Thisis
why our civilian president is considered commander in chief, to keep checks and balances, depriving a military leader
of declaring our constitution below his authority and thus usurping Democracy. The parallels to our current society can
be found in this narrative, as modern day power (corporate America, the 1%, and even religious organizations) seek to
undermine the true intentions of our constitution. Those who seek power or money will alwaystry and sell a different
narrative about the true intentions of our forefathers, but this book putsinto context the same struggle but in a different
time. Thomas Jefferson embodied the real intentions of our constitution and by winning the presidential electionsin
histime solidified the paradigm that people power, not monarchy or religious or heriditary rule, is what our
constitution is all about. In away, we are still engaged in this struggle and by reading Dan Sissons book, | believe
many people will get awake up call and areal history lesson (the kind of lesson few historians have picked up on)
about what the United States constitution really means and how it applies to your average citizen.2 of 2 people found
the following review helpful. It isagood book, but it might be atrying read ...By Art RinglerThisis afrustrating book
that | keep wanting to throw.l honestly haven't finished it yet. The writer injects some of there perspwctive naturally
but while the letters from Jefferson and company say one thing to me | disagree with the writer half the time; primarily
that drawing parallels between present day and 1800 just doesn't work.It is a good book, but it might be atrying read
for some.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The American Revolution of 1800 - Beautifully written,
easily read American History Lesson. READ IT !By m.a.b.The American Revolution of 1800 - What a wonderful
easily read history lesson - every high school student and every adult should read this! Just one of bits from the book -
Thomas Jefferson felt that our nation should have arevolution every 19 years so that the current generation massages
the laws to better fit the current times. This revolution is arevolution of the mind - thinking, educated, informed
citizens making decisions about how our country should be run and lived in.He wouldn't believe that we have allowed
the CORPORATIONS to take over the governance of our country - who do you think has written the thousands of
pages of laws of the current proposed legislation - TPP??Marvel ous book. :)

In this brilliant historical classic, Dan Sisson argues that Thomas Jefferson thought democratic revolutions would be
necessary from time to time to break the grip of autocratic factions on the government. That is how Jefferson saw the
election of 1800and the lessons for today couldnt be more obvious. Most historians cel ebrate Jeffersons victory over
Adamsin 1800 as the beginning of the two-party system, but Jefferson would have been horrified by this
interpretation. Drawing on the understanding of faction, revolution, and conspiracy reflected in the writings of the
Founders, Sisson makes it clear that they, like Jefferson, envisioned essentially a nonparty state.Jefferson believed his
election was a peaceful revolution by the American people overturning an elitist faction that was stamping out
cherished constitutional rights and trying to transform our young democracy into an authoritarian state. It was a
transfer of power back to the people, not a change of parties. Sisson maintains Jefferson would regard our current two-
party system as arepudiation of histheory of revolution and his earnest desire that the people as awhole, not any
faction or clique, would triumph in government. The ideals of the American Revolution were in danger until this
Revolution of 1800, to which we owe the preservation of many of our key rights.With contributions by Thom
Hartmann that bring out the books contemporary relevance, this fortieth-anniversary edition contains new insights and
reflections on how Jeffersons vision can help usin our own era of polarization, corruption, government overreach, and
gridlock.

Practical Thomas Jefferson thought big thoughts about periodic revolutions against tyranny and concentrated power to
abuse the people. His relevance now, as Dan Sissons book and Thom Hartmanns commentary inspire, connects with
the entrenching deteriorations and deprivations of todays America. To heed Jeffersons wisdom isto call for another
mindful revolution at the ballot box and in the civil arena, which can come from the determined hands of we the
people. Ralph Nader Since | grew up in Lexington, the birthplace of the Revolution, its always a thrill to hear retold
the story of the ideas that animated our forebears. They are ideas thatin the time of the Koch brotherswe need held up
for al to see. Bill McKibben, President, 350.0rg, and author of The End of Nature Degpening inequalitieseconomic,
political, and culturaldrive growing appetites for systemic change. Thinking turns again toward revolution when
piecemeal reforms prove too difficult and rare and when those we do achieve prove vulnerable and temporary. Our
rethinking of revolution can learn valuable lessons from Dan Sissons classic about the last time revolution was on
Americas agenda. Richard D. Wolff, Professor of Economics Emeritus, University of Massachusetts Amherst Through
this deep dive into early US history, Hartmann and Sisson draw our attention to a crucial distinction between a politics
of ideasin search of liberty and prosperity for all and one centered on a factional competition for power. David
Korten, Board Chair, YES! Magazine, and author of When Corporations Rule the World This is a fascinating account



of our countrys early history that has clear relevance to the politics of today. Dean Baker, Codirector, Center for
Economic and Policy Research, and coauthor of Getting Back to Full Employment About the AuthorDan Sisson isan
adjunct faculty member at Eastern Washington University and teaches the history of technology in the Engineering
Department. Heis currently living in anearly full-sized replica of Jeffersons Monticello he built himself near Ford,
Washington. Thom Hartmann is a progressive talk-show host whose radio and television shows are available in over a
half-billion homes. Hes a four-time Project Censored award winner and a New Y ork Times bestselling author of

twenty-four books, most recently, The Crash of 2016.



