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The American Revolution conjures a series of iconographic images in the contemporary American imagination. In 
these imagined scenes, defiant Patriots fight against British Redcoats for freedom and democracy, while a unified 
citizenry rallies behind them and the American cause. But the lived experience of the Revolution was a more complex 
matter, filled with uncertainty, fear, and discord. In The American Revolution Reborn, editors Patrick Spero and 
Michael Zuckerman compile essays from a new generation of multidisciplinary scholars that render the American 
Revolution as a time of intense ambiguity and frightening contingency.The American Revolution Reborn parts 
company with the Revolution of our popular imagination and diverges from the work done by historians of the era 
from the past half-century. In the first section, "Civil Wars," contributors rethink the heroic terms of Revolutionary-era 
allegiance and refute the idea of patriotic consensus. In the following section, "Wider Horizons," essayists destabilize 
the historiographical inevitability of America as a nation. The studies gathered in the third section, "New Directions," 
present new possibilities for scholarship on the American Revolution. And the last section, titled "Legacies," collects 
essays that deal with the long afterlife of the Revolution and its effects on immigration, geography, and international 
politics. With an introduction by Spero and a conclusion by Zuckerman, this volume heralds a substantial and 
revelatory rebirth in the study of the American Revolution.Contributors: Zara Anishanslin, Mark Boonshoft, Denver 
Brunsman, Katherine Cart Engel, Aaron Spencer Fogleman, Travis Glasson, Edward G. Gray, David C. Hsiung, Ned 
C. Landsman, Michael A. McDonnell, Kimberly Nath, Bryan Rosenblithe, David S. Shields, Patrick Spero, Matthew 
Spooner, Aaron Sullivan, Michael Zuckerman.


