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Daniel J. Boorstin : The Americans: The National Experience  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Americans: The National Experience: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. incredible understanding of the events that shaped early AmericaBy 
Nick LaneI rate this (5) stars, Daniel Boorstin is an incredible writer and has an incredible understanding of the events 
that shaped early America, While this is a great book to truly get an appreciation of Boorstin, and then this book, I 
recommend reading The Discovers first if you haven't yet.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0394703588


Compelling, Readable Compendium of American Sociological HistoryBy 1mikieb1I'm only halfway through this huge 
work, but I'm finding it completely compelling. I've read several histories and historical novels about the Civil War 
and the half-century leading up to it, but this is the first truly readable story that details the sociological and (to a lesser 
extent) political history of the U.S. from the Colonial period through the highs and lows of Western Expansion. Daniel 
J. Boorstin examines many extremely interesting and lesser known/understood factors, weaving the development of all 
forms of transportation; the politics of forming (and naming!) the Territories and States; the development of "upstart" 
cities; quintessentially American establishments, inventions, language, literature, etc., with the anomalous and 
tenacious "American spirit." This is definitely a must-read for history buffs and trivia fans.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Four StarsBy D. L. JonesFull of interesting information but typical of Boorstin it is wordy 
and show to get through.

This second volume in "The Americans" trilogy deals with the crucial period of American history from the Revolution 
to the Civil War. Here we meet the people who shaped, and were shaped by, the American experiencethe versatile 
New Englanders, the Transients and the Boosters. Winner of the Francis Parkman Prize.

.com Daniel J. Boorstin, one of America's great historians, focuses on American ingenuity and emergent nationalism 
in this middle book of the Americans trilogy, dealing with a period extending roughly from the Revolution to the Civil 
War. Like its two companion volumes, The National Experience is a sometimes quirky look at how certain patterns of 
living helped shape the character of the United States. The book simply overflows with ideas, all of them introduced in 
entertaining chapters on subjects such as the New England ice industry and the boomtowns of the Midwest. Boorstin is 
a delight to read, a genuine polymath whose wide-ranging interests and love of learning show up on every page. --John 
J. Miller "Boorstins achievement is to compel us to see again, ranged in order, the whole mass of attitudes and 
mechanisms that arise from American difference, and to display his material so abundantly and ingeniously that we 
see aspects of the nations' past as if for the first time." Marcus Cunliffe, Book Week"This is the history of a nation 
'beginning again and again, under men's very eyes. I can only repeat that this is a fine bookcontroversial certainly, but 
a courageous, learned and most exciting work." George Dangerfield, The New York Times Book "This exceptionally 
good book. . . abounds in concrete, entertaining details, and in bright, original ideas about those fascinating people, 
us." The New YorkerFrom the Inside FlapExplores problems of community and the search for a national identity. 
Winner of the Francis Parkman Prize. 


