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Fiona Bowie : The Anthropology of Religion: An Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Anthropology of Religion: An Introduction: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great readBy battgirlGreat read. Not outdated at all for being a 
second addition. Really walks the reader through from the basics of anthropology to the different aspects of religion 
and tradition.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Anthropology of Religion by BowieBy Jimmie L. 
MarmotBowie's Introduction to The Anthropology of Religion is well written and introduces the reader to a broad 
spectrum of religions and worldviews. Basic and complex perspectives are presented in a format that is understandable 
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and enlightening. I highly recommend this reading. I plan to use it as a introductory textbook in my Anthropology of 
Religion class.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy MayraExcellent book

Now available in a revised second edition, this popular introduction to the anthropology of religion combines 
discussion of the origin and development of debates within the field, with a look at where the subject is 
heading.Introduces readers to the central theoretical ideas in the anthropology of religion and illustrates them with 
specific case studies. Features self-contained chapters, each with its own comprehensive bibliography, so that they can 
be approached in any order. Contains an additional chapter on mythology and a number of new illustrations. 
Incorporates coverage of the following topics in the existing structure: pilgrimage, spirit possession and cargo cults. 
Includes a list of ethnographic films and videos that can be used to illustrate and extend discussion of particular issues. 

From the Back CoverThe second edition of this popular introduction to the anthropology of religion now features new 
chapters on mythology and pilgrimage, as well as coverage of topics such as spirit possession and cargo cults. The 
volume: Introduces readers to the central theoretical ideas in the anthropology of religion, illustrating them with 
specific case studies; Features self-contained chapters, each with its own comprehensive bibliography, so that they can 
be approached in any order; Develops ideas throughout the book, linking the work of nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century scholars, and contemporary ideas and practices; Includes an appendix offering a list of ethnographic films and 
videos that can be used to illustrate and extend the discussion of particular issues. This accessible textbook will inspire 
students to explore the field further and encourage them to see that anthropology is not just about reading or doing 
fieldwork, but offers an enriching way of looking at the world.About the AuthorFiona Bowie is Senior Lecturer in 
Anthropology and Religious Studies at the University of Bristol. 


