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it would be worth my time, and all praised The Art of Conversion: Christianity and Kabbalah in the Thirteenth
Century (Medieval Mediterranean: Peoples, Economies and Cultures, 400-1500):

1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding schollarship by Doctor HamesBy A CustomerThis work
is outstanding in every way. Hames' schollarship is thorough, thoughtful, inciteful and provoking. | heartily
recommend this book to anyone interesting in medieval history.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
Exemplary scholarshipBy A CustomerDr.Hames has shown exemplary scholarship in this thought provoking work.It
will become required reading for anyboby interested in thisfield.

This book discusses Ramon LIull (ca. 1232-1316), the Christian missionary, philosopher and mystic, his relations with
Jewish contemporaries, and how he integrated Jewish mystical teachings (Kabbalah) into his thought system so asto
persuade the Jews to convert. Issues dealt with include LIull's attitude towards the Jews, his knowledge of Kabbalah,
his theories regarding the Trinity and Incarnation (the Art), and the impact of hisideas on the Jewish community. The
book challenges conventional scholarly opinion regarding Christian knowledge of contemporary Jewish thought and
guestions the assumption that Christians did not know or use Kabbalah before the Renaissance. Further, it suggests
that Lull was well aware of ongoing intellectual and religious controversies within the Jewish community, aswell as
being the first Christian to acknowledge and appreciate Kabbalah as atool for conversion.

'..".an extremeley well-researched and convincing argument for contact between LIull and the Kabbalists.'Brian Catlos,
"Anuario de Estudios Medievales, 2001."...an extremeley well-researched and convincing argument for contact
between LIull and the Kabbalists." Brian Catlos, "Anuario de Estudios Medievales', 2001.""."..an extremeley well-
researched and convincing argument for contact between Llull and the Kabbalists." Brian Catlos, "Anuario de Estudios
Medievales," 2001.""...an extremeley well-researched and convincing argument for contact between Llull and the
Kabbalists.' Brian Catlos, Anuario de Estudios Medievales, 2001.About the AuthorHarvey J. Hames, Ph.D. (1996) in
History, Cambridge University, is Lecturer in Medieval History at Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Beersheba,
Israel. He has published various studies including, Conversion via Ecstatic Experience in Ramon Llull's Llibre del
gentil edelstres savis, in Viator and Jewish Magic with a Christian Text: A Hebrew Trandation of Ramon Llull's Ars
brevis, in Traditio.



