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Kalman P. Bland : The Artless Jew: Medieval and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Artless Jew: Medieval
and Modern Affirmations and Denials of the Visual:

3 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Bland and not cohesiveBy A disappointed readerBland does not
adequately connect the medieval and the modern, leaving a gap between the two periods. Further, heis clearly more


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=069108985X

adept at analyzing the medieval period as his discussion of the modern lacks the same level of critical penetration. In
sum, | found Bland's book to be bland.

Conventional wisdom holds that Judaism isindifferent or even suspiciously hostile to the visual arts due to the Second
Commandment's prohibition on creating "graven images,” the dictates of monotheism, and historical happenstance.
Thisintellectual history of medieval and modern Jewish attitudes toward art and representation overturns the modern
assumption of Jewish iconophobia that denies to Jewish culture avisual dimension. Kalman Bland synthesizes
evidence from medieval Jewish philasophy, mysticism, poetry, biblical commentaries, travel ogues, and law,
concluding that premodern Jewish intellectuals held a positive, liberal understanding of the Second Commandment
and did, in fact, articulate a certain Jewish aesthetic. He draws on this insight to consider modern ideas of Jewish art,
revealing how they are inextricably linked to diverse notions about modern Jewish identity that are themselves
entwined with arguments over Zionism, integration, and anti-Semitism. Through its use of the past to illuminate the
present and its analysis of how the present informs our readings of the past, this book establishes a new assessment of
Jewish aesthetic theory rooted in historical analysis. Authoritative and original in its identification of authentic Jewish
traditions of painting, sculpture, and architecture, this volume will ripple the waters of several disciplines, including
Jewish studies, art history, medieval and modern history, and philosophy.

"The research for this work reflects agreat and careful scholarly effort. . .Highly recommended.”--Choice"Bland has
shown that the whole question of whether Jews are 'rtless' is a construction of modern thought, and has little to do with
pre-modern Jews. . . . An excellent counterweight to the vast literature that claims that Jews and Judaism are visually
handicapped.”--Steven Fine, Baltimore Hebrew University and the University of Cincinnati, for CAA. s'A highly
recommended building-block text for further study into the relationship between Judaism and visual art."--Religious
Studies "Bland's carefully researched book offers an erudite riposte to post-Kantian aesthetic theory and an unusually
useful account of theimage in Medieval and Renaissance Jewish culture. . . . [It] unsettles many received ideas and
unearths many buried texts that change our notions of Jewish visual culture."--Adam Bresnick, Times Literary
Supplement”Bland does an excellent job of convincing us. . . of the high status of visual production in ancient,
medieval and early modern Jewish societies."--Pamela Kachurin, The Art BookFrom the Inside Flap"Kaman Bland
has isolated an interesting and valuabl e topic and has applied great learning and graceful writing to its elucidation."--
Menachem Kellner, University of HaifaFrom the Back Cover"Kaman Bland has isolated an interesting and valuable
topic and has applied great learning and graceful writing to its elucidation.”--Menachem Kellner, University of Haifa



