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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. History of a non-lslamic EmpireBy Araph KeitaMany historians
have focused primarily on the |slamic states of West Africa pre-colonial empires. However, the Bamana states of Segu
and Kaarta are examples of African states that devel oped without the structure of Islam as an ideol ogical basis for
unity, or for administrative purposes, yet maintaining stability over along period. Out of the ashes of the fall of the
Songhai Empire in 1591, the Bamana states of Segu and Kaarta rose to power in the Niger Valley, controlling the
length of the Niger from Timbuktu to Jenn, the center of the nuclear Songhai state, which provided control over the
trade from the forest to the desert. This history follows the state development, and how the Bamana faced two foreign
aggressors, one African in the form of ajihad, and another French in the form of colonialism.1 of 3 people found the
following review helpful. A former kingdom in MaliBy Bill Rl haven't read this yet. But was well printed and the
book wssin A1 condition. The Bamanas were in southern Mali on near the Niger. They were a great power isthis part
of of Mali in their time until the French eliminated them.

An exploration of the powerful Bamana State, which emerged in 1712 and centred around the Middle Niger. It shows
how it was a solid commercial, military and agricultural society for centuries. The author also tells of the efforts of two
alien powers to assert hegemony over the Bamana of Segu.

This book is an attempt to trace the evolution of an African state over along period... Djata....begins with an 18th-
century state in the Niger Valley and then consistently centers his analysison it... He uses this approach to engage the
conception of ethnic group widely used in scholarly literature as a means of showing that a Bamana identity shaped by
this state developed from it and retained its significance even after the state had lost its sovereignty. Djata seeks to
connect his reconstruction of the history of the Middle Niger to larger issues of identity and identity formation in
Africanist historiography.... His discussion of the role of Bamana forces in the occupation of Segu, which downplays
French claims about their conquest, is particularly well developed....carefully researched using extensive archival
documents supplemented with both Djata's original oral research and oral research conducted by earlier scholars.
Djata's book is clearly written and is! aworthy addition to the literature on the history of the Western Sudan, on the
jihad period of West African history, and the imposition of colonial rule, aswell as on issues of identity formation in
Africa. -- International Journal of African Historical Research, vol. 30, no. 3 - 1999



