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Southern Backcountry (Critical Moments in American History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Add This One to Your CollectionBy John S. BellHere's one that will 
add insights and further your understanding of the American Revolution!3 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. Covers this two battles in a concise formBy Kyle J. CherryThis book covers the two battles in a concise form. 
There is enough detail for one to more fully the enormity of the imprortance of these two battles and their impact on 
history in a largely forgotten theater of the Revolutionary War.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It's 
OkBy greg torlineA good read but some what dry more factual then a personal character based history. I would 
recommend it for it's depth however.

The American South is so identified with the Civil War that people often forget that the key battles from the final 
years of the American Revolution were fought in Southern states. The Southern backcountry was the center of the 
fight for independence, but backcountry devotion to the Patriot cause was slow in coming. Decades of animosity 
between coastal elites and backcountry settlers who did not enjoy accurate representation in the assemblies meant a 
complex political and social milieu throughout this turbulent time. The Battles of Kings Mountain and Cowpens brings 
to light the world of the Southern backcountry that engendered its role in the Revolutionary War. With careful 
attention to political, social, and military history, Walker concentrates on the communities and events not typically 
covered in books on the Revolutionary War. Through government documents, autobiographies, correspondence, and 
diaries, The Battles of Kings Mountain and Cowpens gives students of the Revolution an important new perspective 
on the role of the South in the resolution of the fighting.

Kings Mountain and Cowpens exemplified the extent to which the American Revolution was a civil war that divided 
many communities. Melissa Walker presents a lucid narrative of these pivotal battles. Her superb selection of primary 
sources includes both dramatic eyewitness accounts and compelling vignettes of backcountry life. Cynthia A. Kierner, 
author of A Perfect Temper: The Life and Times of Martha Jefferson Randolph Routledges Critical Moments in 
American History series is designed to give students a window into the historians craft through concise readable 
books[that] bring together the best scholarship and engaging primary sources (p. viii). Melissa Walkers The Battles of 
Kings Mountain and Cowpens does exactly this in a user-friendly format that will attract undergraduates...Walker has 
written a book that demonstrates the complexity of the American Revolutionary War in the southern 
backcountry...[and those] who want a well-written synopsis of thistopic for use in a college classroom, should consider 
this book. Michael P. Gabriel, Kutztown University of PennsylvaniaAbout the AuthorMelissa Walker is Professor of 
History at Converse College. 


